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Bro  wnlee  Condemns  Propaganda  by  Mortgage 
Companies  Against  Government 

Untrue  Statements  Given  Wide  Circulation — Members  Protest  Against  Propaganda  Which  Is  Harmful  to 

Interests  of  Province 


Declaring  that  the  mortgage 
companies  of  Alberta  have  been 
conducting  propaganda,  both 
inside  and  outside  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  with  the  ob- 
ject of  showing  that  legislation 
passed  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment was  driving  capital  out  of 
the  Province,  and  emphatically 
stating  that  this  charge  was  untrue,  J.  E.  Brownlee,  Attor- 
ney-(Jeneral,  in  the  Assembly  on  Friday  last,  strongly  con- 
demned the  policy  which  has  been  pursued  by  these  interests. 

Premier  Greenfield  had  previously  charged  that  vicious 
propaganda  in  regard  to  the  Tax  Recovery  Act  emanating 
from  some  source  within  the  Province,  had  been  circulated, 
and  that  he  had  made  inquiries  while  in  Eastern  Canada  and 
satisfied  himself  that  the  campaign  did  not  originate  there. 

During  the  debate  last  week  other  members  protested 
against  the  circulation  of  harmful  propaganda,  pointing  out 
that  those  who  are  responsible  for  it  are  inflicting  serious 
damage  upon  the  Province  as  a  whole. 

Conferences  were  held  last  week  at  Edmonton  between 
members  of  the  Assembly,  representatives  of  the  U.  F.  A. 
Executive,  and  representatives  of  the  mortgage  companies, 
the  press  being  in  attendance.  The  conferences  were  ar- 
ranged by  private  members,  and  were  attended  by  Labor  and 
other  members  of  the  Assembly,  a  large  number  of  U.  F.  A. 
m^embers  being  present.  The  U.  F.  A.  members  were  re- 
sponsible for  the  original  arrange- 
ments. 

THE  ONE  DRAMATIC 
EPISODE 

J.  R.  Boyle,  leader  of  the  opposition, 
who  sought  to  raise  a  question  of  privi- 
lege in  the  Legislature,  on  the  ground 
that  the  meeting  was  of  a  party  char- 
acter, was  immediately  contradicted  by 
George  Mills,  the  Liberal  party  whip, 
who  declared  hotly  that  he  had  advised 
members  of  his  party  of  the  meeting,  as 
far  as  this  could  be  done,  and  that  those 
to  whom  he  had  spoken  declared  they 
did  not  wish  to  attend.  This  was  the 
one  dramatic  incident  of  a  week  devoted 
mainly  to  the  protracted  debate  on  the 
address  in  reply  to  the  Speech  from  the 
Throne. 

An  amendment  to  the  address,  pro- 
testing against  delay  in  issuing  the 
writs  for  by-elections  in  Clearwater  and 
Grouard,  was  moved  by  J.  W.  Heffernan 
(Edmonton),  seconded  by  J.  Dechene 
(Beaver  River). 

Mr.  Brownlee  spoke  in  the  Len^islature 
on  Friday  afternoon,  reviewing,  in  the 
course  of  a  two  hours'  speech,  the  mat- 


An  extensive  report  of  the  debates  In  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  during  the  past  week  will  be  found  in  this 
Issue.  The  report  of  Friday's  sitting,  at  which  iVIr. 
Brownlee  was  the  principal  speaker,  follows  the  Intro- 
duction on  this  page. 


HON.  J.  E.  BROWNLEE 


ters  which  had  been  brought  to 
the  notice  of  the  Assembly  dur- 
ing the  debate.  He  showed  that 
the  total  capital  debt  of  the 
railways  owned  by  the  Province 
is  in  excess  of  $30,000,000,  and 
the  annual  loss  sustained  by  the 
Province  on  these  lines  $1,430,- 
254.  The  problem  of  the  Pro- 
vincially  owned  railways,  he  said,  was  one  of  the  most 
serious  with  which  the  Government  and  the  Legislature  had 
to  deal.  Speaking  of  a  plan  suggested  by  Mr.  Mitchell  for 
the  formation  of  large  municipal  areas,  each  sending  a  mem- 
ber to  the  Provincial  Legislature,  Mr.  Brownlee  said  he 
thought  this  had  been  cast  aside  after  consideration  by  the 
late  Government. 

Dealing  with  the  section  of  the  Election  Act  which  states 
that  a  seat  is  only  deemed  vacant  upon  resignation  of  the 
member  or  upon  his  taking  a  seat  in  another  Parliamentary 
or  legislative  body,  the  Attorney-General  said  that  Mr.  Cote 
had  not  taken  his  seat  in  the  Senate  as  yet,  and  his  resigna- 
tion had  not  been  received  until  Nov.  10th.  The  Government's 
responsibility,  therefore,  was  only  assumed  from  that  date. 

Mr.  Brownlee  said  he  could  not  understand  the  attitude  of, 
the  member  for  Calgary  (Mr.  Davidson)  who  had  stated  that 
the  creation  of  the  constituency  of  Clearwater  was  a  scandal 
and  a  gross  wrong,  and  yet  had  insisted  on  the  perpetuation 
of  that  wrong  upon  the  people  of  Alberta.  The  minister 
strongly  condemned  an  attack  which  had 
been  made  upon  President  Wood  by  J.  R. 
Boyle,  in  the  course  of  the  debate  in  the 
Assembly,  stating  that  this  was  contrary 
to  all  rules  and  privileges,  as  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  U.  F.  A.  was  not  in  a  posi- 
tion to  defend  himself.  Mr.  Boyle  rose 
to  remark  that  he  had  not  "attacked" 
Mr.  Wood. 

DECIDING  FACTOR  IN 
RATE  REDUCTION 

The  action  of  the  Alberta  Government, 
said  Mr.  Brownlee,  had  been  the  decid- 
ing factor  in  the  obtaining  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  freight  rates,  and  their  policy  in 
this  respect  had  been  in  decided  con- 
trast with  that  of  their  predecessors. 
The  value  of  the  work  that  had  been 
done  was  not  belittled,  but  acknowledged, 
by  British  Columbia. 

The  Minister  pointed  out  that  as 
grain  can  only  be  sent  west  on  permit 
from  railway  companies,  owing  to  inade- 
quate terminal  facilities,  elevator  com- 
panies shipped  their  own  grain  in  pref- 
erence to  that  of  the  farmer.  The  Gov- 
ernment was  endeavoring  to  obtain  pro- 
( Continued  on  page  14) 
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The  report  of  the  Transportation 
Committee  of  the  U.  F.  A.  Central 
Board  for  1923  is  printed  on  this  page. 
The  report  was  not  read  at  the  An- 
nual Convention  and  has  not  hitherto 
been  published. 


Co-operation  in  Development  of  Western 

Route  Is  Urged 

U.  F.  A.  Transportation  Committee  Indicate  That  Certain  Coast  Interests,  and  Some  Interests  in  Alberta,  Are 

Opposing  the  Best  Interests  of  the  People  of  the  Province 

Your  Committee  on  Transportation 
need  offer  no  apology  for  giving  prior 
place,  in  their  report  to  this  Convention, 
to  the  subject  of  the  Western  Route.  In 
the  near  future,  probably  within  the 
next  twelve  months,  if  handling  facilities 
at  the  coast  can  be  developed  with  suffi- 
cient rapidity,  this  route  will  become  the 
main  outlet  for  the  wheat  crop  of  Al- 
berta, and  we  may  perhaps  not  unreas- 
onably hope  with  centralized  selling  in 
effect  the  Alberta  farmers,  through 
their  Pool,  will  be  able  to  control  the 
Western  Route. 

During  the  season  of  1922-1923,  there 
was  loaded  through  the  Government  ele- 
vator at  Vancouver,  which  had  a  capacity 
of  1,250,000  bushels,  a  total  of  19,000,000 
bushels  of  wheat.  Storage  capacity  has 
now  been  increased  to  approximately 
2,100,000  bushels,  and  up  to  December 
31,  1923,  a  total  of  12,695,000  bushels  of 
wheat  had  been  shipped  through  the 
Coast  port,  10,195,000  bushels  of  this 
for  transportation  to  the  United  King- 
dom, and  2,500,000  bushels  to  the  Orient, 
while  it  is  anticipated  that  before  the 
end  of  the  shipping  season,  at  least 
double  this  quantity  will  have  passed 
through  the  elevators. 

It  is,  of  course,  early  to  predict  with 
any  degree  of  accuracy  the  possibilities 
of  the  next  shipping  season.  Important 
new  additions  to  the  elevator  facilities 
under  the  control  of  the  Vancouver  Har- 
bor Commissioners  are  being  made,  how- 
ever, while  elevators  being  built  by  com- 
mercial concerns  will  further  augment 
the  storage  capacity  at  the  port.  It  is 
estimated  by  a  well-knovm  authority  in 
the  grain  trade  that  the  storage  capacity 
available  for  the  handling  of  the  next 
wheat  crop  will  be  not  less  tlian  7,000,000 
bushels,  and  that,  given  this  capacity,  75 
per  cent,  of  an  average  Alberta  wheat 
crop  can  be  handled  by  the  Western 
Route. 

The  prospective  development  of  the 
Coast  as  the  main  channel  by  which  our 
Alberta  wheat  will  be  transported  to  the 
markets  of  the  world,  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  transportation  costs  by  the  new 
route  to  a  post  of  paramount  importance.p|n 
It  is  not  the  intention  of  your  committee 
in  this  report,  to  cover  in  any  detail  the 
ground  which  has  already  been  covered 
by  Mr.  A.  Chard,  the  freight  rate  expert 
of  the  Alberta  Government,  whose  com- 
prehensive report  on  "Freight  Rates  as 
They  Affect  Alberta"  was  made  public 
some  months  ago.  This  report,  and  the 
further  report  which  we  understand  has 
been  made  to  the  Government  by  Mr.  C. 
G.  Groff,  dealing  with  the  grain  trans- 
portation situation  as  it  is  now,  vdll  give 
in  greater  detail  than  we  can,  technical 
information,  and  general  information  on 
the  present  situation  at  the  Coast.  In 
this  committee's  report  we  are  concerned 
with  general  conclusions,  and  with  the 
effect  of  the  opening  up  of  the  Pacific 
outlet,  upon  our  transportation  problem 
as  a  whole  in  Alberta.  Many  of  our 
members  have  already  familiarized  them- 
selves -mth  Mr.  Chard's  report,  which 
reveals,  in  a  conclusive  way,  the  serious 
disadvantages  under  which  producers 
and  consumers  labor  in  Alberta,  owing  to 


the  prevailing  discriminatory  freight 
rates. 

In  the  course  of  his  report  Mr.  Chard 
says,  "I  think  it  is  very  obvious  that  the 
trend  of  the  traffic  is  becoming  more 
and  more  water  bound  from  coast  to 
coast,  and  it  seems  not  improbable  that 
the  railways  vnll  eventually  be  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  most  of  this  traf- 
fic (with  the  exception  of  the  higher 
class  and  priced  articles)  to  the  cheaper 
boat  transportation.  Even  now  it  is 
cheaper  for  an  Alberta  importer  to 
bring  certain  articles  via  water  trans- 
portation to  the  coast  than  all  rail  across 
the  continent.  This  feature,  I  think,  will 
definitely  link  Alberta  with  the  Pacific 
coast  commercially  in  the  not  distant 
future,  especially  with  a  rate  reduction 
consummated  between  these  Provinces." 

Since  Mr.  Chard's  report  was  vmtten 
there  has  been  a  reduction  in  the  rate 
on  grain  shipped  to  Pacific  coast  ports 
by  order  of  the  Railway  Commission. 
This  measure  of  relief  has  been  wel- 
comed, but  it  is  highly  desirable,  from 
the  standpoint  of  all  classes  of  citizens 
in  Alberta,  that  it  shall  be  followed  by 
a  general  reduction  of  rates  upon  all 
classes  of  freight,  to  parity  with  the 
rate  on  traffic  to  and  from  points  east 
of  Alberta.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
appeal  to  the  Privy  Council  by  British 
Columbia,  in  which  appeal  the  Alberta 
Government  joined,  may  prove  success- 
ful. While  Alberta  pays  heavier  tolls 
proportionately  over  the  mountains  than 
on  traffic  with  points  to  the  East,  the 
rates  to  and  from  Eastern  Canada  and 
the  United  States  to  Alberta  are  the 
heaviest  in  the  West.  This  is  made  pos- 
sible owing  to  our  geographical  position. 
The  opening  up  of  the  Panama  Canal, 
giving  water  competition  with  the  rail- 
ways for  transcontinental  traffic,  has 
compelled  the  railways  to  provide  lower 
rates  than  formerly  on  this  traffic.  But 
Alberta  being  at  neither  end  of  this 
traffic,  and  suffering  under  the  disad- 
vantage of  discriminatory  rates  through 
the  mountains,  gains  little  or  nothing  as 
the  result  of  this  water  competition.  The 
coast  points  in  British  Columbia,  of 
course,  are  in  a  much  more  favorable 
position.  In  consequence  the  commodity 
rates  to  Alberta  centres  both  on  the 
American  and  Canadian  railways  are 
from  two  to  one  himdred  and  sixty  per 
cent,  greater  from  the  Atlantic  seaboard 
than  the  commodity  rates  from  the  At- 
lantic seaboard  to  the  Pacific  coast. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  a  few  Alberta 
interests,  engaged  in  the  wholesale  trade, 
have  been  opposing  the  reduction  of  the 
mountain  scale,  or  at  least,  making  re- 
duction less  easy  to  obtain,  by  coupling 
it  with  other  questions  and  have  been 
able  to  exercise  a  large  measure  of  in- 
fluence over  other  commercial  classes 


in  some  Alberta  cities.  The  results  have 
been  that  certain  Boards,  of  Trade  have 
given  far  from  whole-hearted  support 
to  the  efforts  which  are  being  made  by 
the  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  Gov- 
ernments to  obtain  a  general  reduction 
of  Western  rates  to  the  prairie  scale.  It 
has  been  contended,  and  possibly  with 
some  degree  of  justice,  that  wholesale 
interests  have  hitherto  exercised  too 
great  an  influence  upon  the  transpor- 
tation policy  of  these  Boards  of  Trade, 
a  notable  instance  being  provided  by  the 
attitude  of  the  Calgary  and  Edmonton 
Boards  of  Trade  in  the  matter  of  the 
application  for  equalized  rates  through 
the  mountains.  A  small  group  of  Al- 
berta w^holesalers,  influenced  by  a  more 
powerful  group  of  Winnipeg  wholesalers, 
believe,  it  is  said,  that  equalized  rates, 
which  would  benefit  at  least  90  per  cent, 
of  the  people  of  Alberta,  including  most 
of  the  trading  classes  as  well  as  the 
agricultural  and  professional  and  work- 
ing classes  of  the  towns  and  cities, 
might  cause  the  wholesalers  some  tem- 
porary inconvenience. 

The  development  of  the  Pacific  Route 
as  an  outlet  for  our  grain  will  undoubt- 
edly stimulate  its  use  for  other  classes 
both  of  outgoing  and  incoming  freight. 
As  British  Columbia  and  Alberta  are 
destined  to  become  more  closely  inter- 
linked, the  most  complete  co-operation 
between  the  two  Provinces,  in  efforts  to 
solve  their  transportation  problems, 
should  be  possible.  A  large  measure  of 
co-operation  has  already  been  estab- 
lished, although  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
a  number  of  coast  interests,  in  fighting 
for  the  reduction  of  mountain  rates, 
have  at  the  same  time  carried  on  an 
agitation  for  the  repeal  of  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Agreement,  the  partial  res- 
toration of  which  has  already  meant  the 
saving  of  many  millions  of  dollars  to  the 
farmers  of  Western  Canada.  This  agree- 
ment we  can  under  no  circumstances  af- 
ford to  exchange  for  any  concessions  af- 
fecting the  Western  Route.  The  Crow's 
Nest  Pass  Agreement  was  made  in  re- 
turn for  very  valuable  privileges  given 
to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway.  The 
opening  up  of  the  Western  Route  would 
not  in  itself  give  assurance  to  Alberta 
producers  and  consumers  that  they 
would  gain  the  full  benefit  of  reduced 
rates  to  which  they  are  entitled.  Re- 
duction of  inward  freight  rates  should 
be  followed  by  equivalent  reductions  in 
prices,  but  if  the  Coast  be  given  a  com- 
plete monopoly  in  import  trade  for  Al- 
berta, we  have  no  guarantee  that  the 
reduced  rates  will  mean  reduced  prices 
to  Alberta  consumers.  The  Crow's  Nest 
Pass  Agreement,  partially  restored  as 
the  result  of  a  very  vigorous  fight  by 
our  elected  members  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  must  be  retained.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  Coast  interests  which  have 
coupled  vdth  their  demand  for  reduced 
mountain  rates,  the  suggestion  that  this 
agreement  might  be  abandoned,  have  by 
this  time  discovered  that  they  cannot 
find  a  basis  for  co-operation  with  Alberta 
upon  any  such  lines  as  these. 

(Continued  in  next  issue) 


February  12th,  1924 


THE      U.  f*.  A. 


Page  Three 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 

One  Year   $2.00 

Single  Copies   10  cents 

Malce  remittance  by  money  order  or 
postal  note.  We  cannot  accept  responsi- 
bility for  currency  forwarded  througli  the 
mail 

Change  of  Address— When  ordering  a 
change  of  address,  the  former  as  well  as 
the  present  address  should  be  given; 
otherwise  the  alteration  cannot  be  made. 

CIRCULATION 

Average  caid  circulation 
Average  6  months  ending  Feb.  1.. 22,307 


Published  by 

THE    UNITED    FARMERS   OF  ALBERTA 
Lougheed  Building 
CALGARY     -  ALBERTA 

Editor: 
W.   NORMAN  SMITH 


ADVERTISING 

Commercial  display  20c  per  agate  line 

($2.80  per  inch) 
Livestock  display. ..  (rates  on  application) 

Classified  3c  per  word  prepaid. 

No  discount  for  time  or  space. 

New  copy  must  reach  us  8  days  in  ad- 
vance of  publication  to  ensure  insertion. 

No  advertisements  taken  for  liquor, 
tobacco  or  speculative  investment 
schemes.  None  other  than  reliable  ad- 
vertisements will  be  knowingly  accepted. 
Readers  will  confer  a  favor  by  advising 
us  promptly  of  unsatisfactory  dealings 
with  advertisers. 


Vol.  III.  CALGARY,  ALBERTA,  FEBRUARY  12,  1924  No.  4 


PRINCIPAL  CONTENTS 

Pace 


Brownlee  Condemns  Propaganda  by  Mortgage  Companies   1 

Co-operation  in  Development  of  Western  Route  Urged   2 

Editorial    ^ 

The  Second  Week  in  the  Alberta  Legislative  Assembly   4 

Egg  and  Poultry  Co-operative  Marketing  Plan   8 

Irricana  Local  Breaks  Membership  Records   8 

Loss  on  Telephone  Poles  Seriously  Handicaps  Utility   9 

Enrolls  Population  from  Age  of  7  Days  to  70  Years   9 

Work  on  $3,500,000  Highways  Project  Will  Commence   10 

Locals  Continue  Vigorous  Membership  Drives    1 1 

The  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  in  Convention    12 

U.  F.  A.  the  Liveliest  of  Corpses    13 

U.  F.  A.  Marketing  Committee  Report   14 


EDITORIAL 


In  response  to  the  unanimous  recommen(iation  of  the 
Annual  Convention,  "The  U.  F.  A."  will  be  published  as  a 
weekly  during  the  session  of  the  Provincial  Legislature.  The 
first  weekly  number  is  published  today,  and  contains  as  de- 
tailed an  account  of  proceedings  in  the  Assembly  last  week 
as  space  will  permit.  The  second  weekly  number,  which  will 
take  the  place  of  the  regular  mid-month  issue,  will  be  pub- 
lished on  February  19th.  Subsequent  issues  will  be  published 
every  Tuesday  until  the  session  closes. 

*  * 

March  17th  is  the  date  of  the  beginning  of  the  two  weeks' 
drive  for  membership  in  the  Wheat  Pool.  The  full  strength 
of  the  U.  F.  A.  Locals  should  be  exerted,  in  co-operation  with 
all  other  forces,  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  drive. 

*  *  * 

CAUCUSITIS  DE  LUXE 

With  a  view  to  a  frank  discussion  of  questions  at  issue 
primarily  between  the  farmers  and  the  mortgage  companies, 
a  number  of  U.  F.  A.  members  of  the  Legislative  Assembly, 
who  as  farmers  were  especially  interested  in  this  matter, 
arranged  a  meeting  in  Edmonton  last  week  at  which  repre- 
sentatives of  the  companies  and  of  the  U.  F.  A.  were  present. 

The  arrangements  had  not  been  made  in  a  formal  way, 
but  it  is  doubtful  whether  any  members  of  the  Assembly 
were  not  aware  that  the  meeting  was  to  take  place.  Members 
interested,  meeting  others  in  the  corridors,  asked  them  to  be 
present.  The  conference  was  open  to  all  members,  the  press 
was  present,  the  Labor  members  were  represented,  and 
(Jeorge  Mills,  the  Liberal  whip,  was  notified  of  the  meeting, 
and  asked  to  induce  the  members  of  his  party  to  attend.  He 
endeavored  to  do  so,  but  with  no  success,  and  at  the  opening 
of  the  sitting  of  the  Assembly  on  Wednesday,  J.  R.  Boyle, 
the  Liberal  leader,  rose  to  a  point  of  privilege  to  protest 
against  a  "strictly  party  meeting"  being  held  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  matters  which  might  come  before  the  Legislature 
during  the  course  of  the  session.  The  Liberal  whip,  insisting 
on  fair  play,  gave  his  own  version  of  what  had  taken  place. 

This  meeting  the  Morning  Albertan  considered  worthy  of 
special  treatment  in  a  leading  editorial  under  the  heading 
"caucus  de  luxe."  The  action  taken  by  the  U.  F.  A.  members 
formed  the  basis  for  the  Albertan's  assertion  that  "the 
U.  F.  A.  members  seem  to  have  got  the  idea  that  they  alone 
are  responsible  for  the  legislation  of  the  House,  and  decline 
to  co-operate  even  in  matters  of  this  kind." 

The  criticism  was  entirely  unwarranted.  Upon  this 
particular  matter  the  attitude  of  the  Albertan  was  in  striking 
contrast  to  that  of  the  Liberal  whip,  who  declined  to  be  a 
party  to  an  unfair  attack  upon  the  members  responsible  for 
the  conference. 


During  the  debate  on  the  address  last  week  there  was  one 
dramatic  episode — the  refusal  of  the  Liberal  whip  to  follow 
J.  R.  Boyle's  lead  in  an  attempt  to  score  a  petty  political 
advantage  by  unfair  means.  The  incident  was  almost  ig- 
nored in  the  greater  part  of  the  daily  press. 

*  *  * 

Probably  the  worst  speech  in  the  debate  on  the  address 
last  week  was  that  of  J.  W.  Heffernan,  one  of  the  Liberal 
members  for  Edmonton.  Mr.  Heffernan  opened  well,  ex- 
pressing satisfaction  that  the  debate  had  risen  to  a  higher 
level  this  session  than  on  any  previous  occasion.  His  dis- 
cussion of  the  Government's  decision  in  the  matter  of  the 
Clearwater  constituency  was  in  a  style  of  oratory  which  is 
now  generally  considered  out  of  date.  In  handling  facts  and 
figures  Mr.  Heffernan  was  peculiarly  unhappy.  Many  Lib- 
eral speakers  have  acquired  the  habit  of  misquoting  the 
U.  F.  A.  membership  figures  when  they  wish  to  offer  con- 
dolences to  the  Association,  and  Mr.  Heffernan,  who  com- 
miserated with  the  United  Farmers  of  Alberta  on  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  membership  of  the  Association  to  "between  9,000 
and  10,000  in  1923"  was  no  exception.  His  admission  that  there 
"might  have  been  some  increase  since"  was  feeble  extenuation 
for  the  misquotation. 

*  * 

R.  C.  Marshall,  of  Calgary,  delivered  the  best  speech  on 
the  Liberal  side  of  the  Assembly.  He  opened  with  an  appeal 
for  moderation,  for  the  consideration  of  the  issues  before  the 
Legislature  from  a  Provincial  rather  than  a  party  standpoint, 
and  his  contribution  to  the  debate  was  thoughtful  and  con- 
structive. 

*  * 

Lome  Proudfoot  asked  the  Liberal  leaders  a  number  of 
embarrassing  questions.  He  revealed  the  interesting  fact 
that  the  number  of  delegates  who  attended  the  convention 
which  nominated  Robert  Gardiner  in  1921  exceeded  the  com- 
bined membership  of  all  the  Liberal  associations  in  the  Prov- 
ince. Each  delegate  represented  ten  paid-up  members  of  the 
U.  F.  A. 

*  *  * 

In  Edmonton  it  is  commonly  reported  that  J.  R.  Boyle  was 
until  recently  opposed  to  the  holding  of  a  by-election  in  the 
constituency  of  Clearwater.  Perhaps  he  will  express  himself 
more  fully  upon  this  matter  before  the  debate  closes. 

*  *  * 

We  understand  that  Mr.  Dechene,  in  the  Assembly  yes- 
terday, explained  the  heavy  purchases  of  telephone  poles 
prior  to  the  1921  election,  by  suggesting  that  the  Government 
wished  to  provide  work  for  returned  men.  Mr.  McLaughlin 
asked  why,  if  this  were  the  case,  it  was  necessary  to  make 
purchases  of  poles  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Heffernan,  as 
reported  elsewhere,  associated  the  name  of  Canada's  overseas 
army  with  the  Clearwater  situation.  We  suggest,  with  due 
deliberation,  that  Mr.  Heffernan's  allusion  was  unseemly. 
Captain  RolDert  Pearson,  who  also  had  something  to  say  on 
the  subject,  displayed  better  taste. 

We  trust  that  no  group  in  the  Assembly  vnll  again  seek 
to  exploit  the  name  of 'the  overseas  army  for  political  pur- 
poses. 

*  *  * 

"We  see  little  grotmd  for  hope  that  the  League  of  Nations 
is  capable  of  decent  transformation.  At  best  it  can  but  serve 
as  a  clearing  house  for  the  more  powerful  governments,  a 
pooling  place  for  imperialist  rivalries.  Short  of  a  profound 
change  in  the  very  foundations  of  the  social  organizations 
which  the  governments  represent,  we  can  see  little  prospect 
of  a  change  in  the  essential  character  of  the  League.  That 
change  can  scarcely  be  effected  by  the  good  intentions  of  one 
or  even  of  a  dozen  prime  ministers  serving  under  the  old 
order." — The  Freeman,  New  York. 
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The  Second  Week  in  the  Alberta  Legislative 


THE  SESSION  OPENS 
The  debate  on  the  address  in  reply  to 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne  has  occupied 
practically  the  whole  of  the  time  of  the 
Alberta  Provincial  Assembly  since  the 
opening  of  the  session  on  January  28th, 
and  had  not  been  concluded  when  the 
summary  of  proceedings  given  below  was 
written. 

The  adoption  of  the  address  was  moved 
by  Lawrence  Peterson,  U.  F.  A.  member 
for  Taber,  and  seconded  by  Laudas  Joly, 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  St.  Paul.  J.  E. 
Boyle,  leader  of  the  opposition,  who  fol- 
lowed, gave  notice  of  the  opposition's 
intention  to  move  a  resolution  to  abolish 
the  supplementary  revenue  tax,  and  urged 
that  the  whole  of  the  liquor  profits  under 
the  new  legislation  should  be  used  to 
reduce  taxation,  one-half  being  paid  to 
municipalities.  Mr.  Boyle  devoted  a 
great  part  of  his  speech  to  an  attack  on 
President  Wood. 

On  the  following  day  Premier  Green- 
field announced  in  tha  Assembly  that  the 
constituency  of  Clearwater,  in  which  at 
the  last  election,  held  at  a  cost  of 
$2,412.82,  only  558  votes  were  polled, 
would  be  abolished,  a  portion  of  the 
constituency  being  included  in  Pembina, 
a  portion  in  Athabasca,  and  a  portion, 
probably,  in  Lac  Ste.  Anne.  Pembina  is 
now  represented  by  a  U.  F.  A.  member, 
and  Athabasca  by  a  Liberal.  The  Premier 
also  announced  the  appointment  of  Eob- 
ert  Dinning  of  Lethbridge,  as  commis- 
sioner under  the  new  Liquor  Act.  The 
Grouard  by-election  would  be  called  at 
an  early  date  after  the  session.  The 
resignation  of  Senator  Cote  had  not  been 
received  until  November  9th  or  10th. 

Mrs.  Nellie  McClung,  Liberal,  Edmon- 
ton, criticized  the  Government  on  the 
ground  that  they  had  not  taken  an  act- 
ive part  in  the  campaign  in  opposition 
to  "Clause  D."  Mrs.  Parlby  advised  the 
member  to  direct  her  criticism  to  her 
own  political  associates. 

Gordon  Forster,  U.  F.  A.,  Hand  Hills, 
contended  that  the  Government  should 
aim  to  make  no  profits  out  of  the  sale 
of  liquor. 

C.  R.  Mitchell,  Liberal,  Bow  Valley, 
declared  that  he  favored  any  legitimate 
guarantee  which  might  have  been  given 
to  the  Wheat  Pool. 

Other  speakers  of  the  week  were  V. 
W.  Smith,  Minister  of  Railways  and 
Telephones,  Alex  Moore,  U.  F.  A.  mem- 
ber for  Cochrane,  and  J.  C.  Bowen,  Lib- 
eral, Edmonton. 

The  debate  was  adjourned  on  Friday, 
February  1st,  by  A.  M.  Matheson,  Veg- 
reville.  The  report  of  proceedings  pre- 
pared by  "The  U.  F.  A."  correspondent 
covers  the  second  week. 

 0  

One  Reason  for  the 
Consolidation  of 
Farmers*  Forces 

Hoadley  Declares  U.  F.  A.  Membership 
Increased  23  Per  Cent,  in  One  Month, 
Following  Party  Campaign 


(Special  Correspondence) 
EDMONTON,    Feb.    4.— Finding  no 
fault   with   the   U.  F.  A.   except  that 


Assembly 


A  report  of  proceedings  In  the 
Legislative  Assembly  during  the  sec- 
ond week  of  the  session  is  given  in 
this  Issue  by  a  representative  of  "The 
U.  F.  A.",  together  with  a  brief  sum- 
mary of  the  debate  of  the  first  week. 
Eight  Government  Biiis,  of  which  the 
new  Liquor  Bill  Is  the  most  important, 
have  been  introduced  as  this  Issue 
goes  to  press,  but  none  of  them  has 
come  up  for  discussion  on  second 
reading.  IVIuch  of  the  most  important 
legislation  of  the  session  will  be  under 
consideration  this  week.  The  oppo- 
sition moved  an  amendment  to  the 
address  on  Februa;;;^  4th,  as  a  protest 
against  the  abolition  of  the  constitu- 
ency of  Clearwater. 


it  had  entered  the  field  of  active 
politics,  J.  W.  Heffeman,  one  of 
the  Liberal  members  for  the  city  of  Ed- 
monton, during  the  debate  on  the 
address  on  February  4th,  commis- 
erated with  the  farmers'  organi- 
zation on  its  reduction  in  num- 
bers during  the  year  1923,  to  "between 
9,000  and  10,000,"  qualifying  these  fig- 
ures with  the  proviso  that  "it  might  be 
a  little  better  now."  The  statement 
brought  a  prompt  rejoinder  from  George 
Hoadley,  who  saw  no  necessity  for  Mr. 
Heffeman's  sympathy,  pointed  out  that 
the  member's  figures  were  wrong,  that 
the  membership  of  the  organization  had 
increased  from  11,726  on  November  30th 
to  14,466  at  the  end  of  the  year — an  in- 
crease of  no  less  than  23  per  cent,  in  a 
single  month.  Mr.  Hoadley  attributed 
this  rapid  increase  to  the  consolidation 
of  the  farmers'  forces,  and  the  revival 
now  taking  place  in  all  parts  of  the 
Province,  largely  to  the  attacks  made 
upon  the  organization  by  the  political 
party  leaders. 

COCHRANE  AND  THE 
EXPANSION  IN  MEMBERSHIP 

Mr.  Heffeman  stated  that  the  farmers 
first  entered  the  field  of  politics  in  1921, 
when  the  membership  was  38,000,  and 
that  political  action  had  caused  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  number  of  paid-up  members. 
Years  ago  the  U.  F.  A.  was  subsidized 
by  the  Provincial  Government,  and 
it  entertained  a  legitimate  ambi- 
tion to  better  social  and  economic 
conditions.  Mr.  Hoadley  replied  that 
the  U.  F.  A.  did  not  first  enter  the 
political  field  in  1921,  but  a  couple 
of  years  earlier,  and  asked,  what  was 
the  explanation  of  the  great  increase  in 
the  membership  of  the  U.  F.  A.  between 
1919  and  1921?  It  was  largely  due  to 
political  action.  It  followed  the  famous 
Cochrane  by-election,  for  "there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  decision  of  the  fanners 
to  drive  out  the  political  party  then  in 
power  was  inspired  by  events  in  1919." 
And  who  was  the  main  inspiration  of  the 
farmers  at  Cochrane?  UndouMedly 
(glancing  at  Mr.  Boyle)  it  was  the  non- 
orable  member  opposite. 

Mr.  Hoadley  went  on  to  point  out  that 
Mr.  Heffeman's  membership  figures  for 
1923  were  incorrect.  And  who,  asked 
the  speaker,  has  inspired  this  great  in- 
crease in  membership  now  taking  place? 
The  same  members  opposite    who  in- 


spired the  great  expansion  of  the  organi- 
zation between  1919  and  1921. 

The  discussion  on  Mr.  Heffeman's 
statistics  of  U.  F.  A.  membership,  an  at- 
tack on  the  Government  in  connection 
■with  the  matter  of  the  Clearwater  con- 
stituency, in  which  Mr.  Heffeman  re- 
called the  days  of  the  struggle  for  the 
franchise,  when  the  slogan  of  the  people 
was  "representation  or  bloodshed",  and 
a  vigorous  speech  by  A.  M.  Matheson, 
U.  F.  A.  member  for  Vegreville,  who 
described  the  roads  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, were  the  features  of  the  day. 

At  the  opening  of  the  sitting,  on 
motion  of  Premier  Greenfield,  seconded 
by  J.  R.  Boyle,  the  Assembly,  all  mem- 
bers standing,  expressed  its  sympathy 
TOth  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  death  of  ex-President  Wilson. 
A.  M.  MATHESON 

Mr.  Bowen,  an  Edmonton  member, 
said  Mr.  Matheson,  had  stated  during 
the  previous  week  that  the  Highways 
Commission,  which  did  not  function, 
had  spent  only  $57,000  on  roads  in  1922, 
and  that  the  cost  of  administration  had 
been  $126,000.  Mr.  Matheson  quoted 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Good  Roads 
Board  to  show  that  the  total  cost  of  the 
Department  for  direction  and  super- 
vision of  the  expenditure  of  $1,541,- 
633.61  on  roads,  bridges  and  ferries,  was 
$67,492.68,  or  4.4  per  cent.  In  Saskat- 
chewan the  percentage  was  8  per  cent., 
and  in  Manitoba  7  per  cent.  If  the  cost 
of  supervision  of  municipal  expenditures, 
amounting  to  $201,228.37,  were  added, 
making  a  total  of  $1,742,862,  the  total 
cost  would  be  shown  as  3.8  per  cent.  The 
Good  Roads  Board  was  actually  in  ses- 
sion in  the  Legislative  Building  when 
Mr.  B Owen's  remarks  were  made. 

Dealing  with  the  Liberal  member's 
statement  that  the  method  of  apportion- 
ing road  grants  by  the  present  Govern- 
ment did  not  differ  from  the  method  of 
its  predecessor,  Mr.  Matheson  quoted 
figures  showing  that  in  Gleichen,  which 
was  represented  by  a  member  of  the 
opposition  in  the  former  Assembly, 
$4,433  was  spent  in  1921  from  revenue 
and  $6,900  from  trust  funds,  a  total  of 
$11,333  for  road  work;  while  in  Bow 
Valley,  then  represented  by  a  Liberal 
minister,  $19,413  was  spent  from  reve- 
nue and  $29,600  from  trust  funds,  a 
total  of  $49,000. 

Mr.  Mitchell  intervened  to  remark  that 
the  quoting  of  these  figures  should  as- 
sure his  re-election  in  Bow  Valley.  U. 
F.  A.  members  cheered  when  Mr.  Math- 
eson retorted:  "If  such  is  the  gn*ound 
upon  which  the  member  now  appeals  to 
the  electorate — the  ground  that  he  will 
get  special  privileges  for  them  at  the 
expense  of  the  rest  of  the  community — 
I  may  inform  him  that  his  chances  of 
re-election  are  very  slim." 

Mr.  Mitchell    suggested    that  $19,000 
from  revenue  was  not  very  much  "for 
an  election  veai-." 
COMPARATIVE  FIGURES 

Mr.  Matheson  then  cited  the  compara- 
tive expenditures  for  the  two  constituen- 
cies since  the  positions  were  reversed, 
and  Gleichen  became  a  Government  and 
Bow  Valley  an  opposition  seat.  In  1922 
there  was  spent  in  Gleichen  (from  reve- 
nue only)  $6,600;  and   in    Bow  Valley 
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$6,100;  while  in  1923  the  expenditures 
were  respectively,  Gleichen  $3,386,  Bow 
Valley  $3,211.  Okotoks  and  Athabasca 
were  also  given  as  illustrations  in  sup- 
port of  Mr.  Matheson's  argument  that 
expenditures  were  now  allocated  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  needs  of  a  constitu- 
ency, Mr.  Boyle  protesting  that  Atha- 
basca being  new  territory,  requiring  de- 
velopment, could  not  fairly  be  compared 
with  Okotoks,  and  that  bush  and  prairie 
territory  could  not  fairly  be  compared. 
Any  number  of  comparisons  might  be 
made,  Mr.  Matheson  declared,  the  fig- 
ures were  on  record,  and  were  well 
known.  The  members  opposite,  said  he, 
"seemed  to  be  seized  with  a  strange  in- 
quietude" when  this  subject  was  men- 
tioned. The  mileage  in  Athabasca  was 
not  greater  than  in  Okotoks,  and  yet, 
here  were  the  figures:  1920,  Okotoks 
$1,453,  Athabasca  $64,670;  1921,  Okotoks 
$8,751,  Athabasca  $21,000;  1922,  Oko- 
toks $2,600,  Athabasca  $9,700;  1923, 
Okotoks  $1,395,  Athabasca  $2,848.  Until 
the  fall  of  1921  Athabasca  was  repre- 
sented by  a  cabinet  minister  and  Okotoks 
by  a  memlber  of  the  opposition.  Today 
Okotoks  was  a  minister's  seat,  and  Atha- 
basca an  opposition  seat. 
AN  UNMET  CHALLENGE 

"I  challenge  any  of  the  members  op- 
posite to  stand  up  and  say  that  he  has 
not  received  fair  treatment  in  his  con- 
stituency," said  Mr.  Matheson.  -  There 
was  no  immediate  response,  but  eventu- 
ally Mr.  Mills  replied  that  his  people 
were  not  altogether  "satisfied." 

"Will  he  say  that  the  constituency  has 
not  received  a  square  deal?" 

There  was  no  response  to  this  chal- 
lenge. 

Mr.  Matheson  said  he  did  not  wish  to 
be  unfair,  but  simply  to  show  that  form- 
erly road  expenditures  had  been  based  on 
political  expediency,  whereas  they  were 
now  made  in  accordance  with  a  scientific 
plan. 

Dealing  with  a  complaint  from  the  op- 
position side,  that  non-U.  F.  A.  farmers 
were  "not  represented"  on  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Wheat  Pool,  Mr.  Math- 
eson pointed  out  that  the  Board  was 
elected  by  all  members  of  the  Pool,  U.F. 
A.  and  non-U.F.A.  alike.  If  they  elected 
U.  F.  A.  men,  it  was  because  they  want- 
ed these  men.  On  the  provisional  board, 
before  the  elections,  there  were  both  U. 
F.  A.  and  non-U.  F.  A.  members. 

In  conclusion  Mr.  Matheson  said  he 
had  noticed  that  during  the  past  few 
years  political  affairs  were  being  carried 
on  in  Alberta  on  a  higher  plane  than 
formerly,  though  some  men  in  public  lifd 
still  had  "their  eyes  on  the  ground,  and 
a  muck  rake  in  their  hands." 

J.  W.  HEFFERNAN 

Mr.  Heffernan  remarked  in  opening 
that  the  debate  on  the  address  was  as- 
suming a  higher  level  than  on  previous 
occasions.  After  reference  to  the  abun- 
dant harvest,  he  paid  a  tribute  to  the 
U.  F.  A.,  and  quoted  statistics  of  mem- 
bership, contending  that  a  great  mistake 
had  been  made  when  the  organization 
entered  the  field  of  politics.  Mr.  Heffer- 
nan pointed  out  that  the  Saskatchewan 
Grain  Growers'  Association  had  voted 
down  a  resolution  in  favor  of  political 
action,  and  declared  that  the  Drury  Gov- 
ernment went  down  because  the  farmers 
as  an  economic  organization  realized 
that  they  had  made  a  mistake  in  under- 
taking political  action.  The  U.  F.  A. 
Government  in  Alberta  would  meet  a 
similar  fate.  He  believed  that  the  small 
Government  guarantee  given  when  the 


Wheat  Pool  was  inaugurated,  was  en- 
tirely justifiable.  Referring  to  the  fact 
that  the  Government  would  shortly  an- 
nounce a  good  roads  policy,  he  said  that 
this  indicated  that  they  had  their  ears  to 
the  ground,  and  "maybe  there  was  an 
election  in  the  offing."  A  fitting  climax 
would  be  to  elevate  the  Minister  of  Pub- 
lic Works  to  the  position  of  "Minister  of 
Elections." 

CLEARWATER  PROCEDURE 
"DAMNABLE" 

The  speaker  then  denounced  the  Gov- 
emment  in  vigorous  terms  for  its  deci- 
sion to  abolish  the  constituency  of  Clear- 
water at  this  session.  It  was  the  "most 
despicable  thing  he  had  ever  heard  of, 
whether  the  constituency  had  500  voters 
or  50.  This  damnable  procedure  will  re- 
ceive its  due  reward  in  due  course,"  said 
Mr.  Heffernan.  It  was  "one  of  the  most 
autocratic  measures  any  democratic  Gov- 
ernment ever  proposed,"  and  "diaboli- 
cally Avrong."  It  was  a  betrayal  of  the 
principles  for  which  "our  boys  overseas 
bled  and  fought  and  died,"  and  was  com- 
parable to  the  actions  of  some  European 
"exterminator  of  small  nations."  As  to 
the  Grouard  constituency,  even  though 
the  resignation  of  the  member  might  not 
have  been  received  until  Nov.  10,  the 
Dominion  Elections  Act  provided  that 
anyone  who  accepted  office  under  the 
Crown  automatically  forfeited  his  seat. 
Mr.  Heffernan  suggested  that  perhaps 
the  Government  were  afraid  that  "Bev- 
ington,  one  of  the  rebellious  spirits  of 
the  U.  F.  A."  might  be  elected. 
LARGER  SHARE  FOR  CITIES 

Mr.  Heffernan  demanded  a  larger 
share  of  the  revenue  from  taxation  for 
the  cities,  and  called  for  the  abolition  of 
the  supplementary  revenue  tax.  The 
proceeds  of  the  automobile  tax  and  the 
amusement  tax  should  be  shared  with 
the  cities,  which  were  bearing  an  imfair 
proportion  of  the  burden  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Heffernan,  seconded  by  J.  De- 
chene.  Liberal,  Beaver  River,  then 
moved  the  following  amendment  to  the 
address: 

"That  all  the  words  in  the  resolution 
after  the  word  'assembled'  where  it  oc- 
curs therein  be  struck  out  and  the  fol- 
lov;-ing  substituted  therefor: 

"Regret  that  his  Majesty's  Government 
has  delayed  in  causing  to  be  issued  writs 
for  the  election  of  members  to  this  Assem- 
bly to  fill  the  vacancies  in  this  House  re- 
ferred to  in  Tour  Honor's  speech,  thus 
causing  great  injustice  to  the  people  living 
in  said  electoral  divisions  in  depriving  them 
of  any  representation  in  this  Assembly  at 
this  session." 

Mr.  Hoadley,  in  adjourning  the  de- 
bate, said  he  could  see  no  grounds  for 
complaint  in  the  Clearwater  matter.  The 
Government  was  not  playing  politics,  but 
was  doing  what  was  right  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  of  Alberta  and  the 
people  of  the  constituency.  The  taxation 
policy  of  some  critics  of  the  Government 
seemed  to  be,  "Cut  taxation  and  meet 
the  Provincial  debts  in  some  other  way." 


TUESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  5.— Continuing  the 
debate  today,  George  Hoadley  de- 
clared that  if  the  onus  of  re- 
sponsibility for  the  Clearwater  situ- 
ation rested  anywhere,  it  rested 
with  the  Government  which  created  the 
constituency  at  a  time  when  its  total 
population,  according  to  the  census  fig- 
ures, was  74.  There  was  a  serious  scan- 
dal, he  said,  about  the  way  the  election 
was  conducted  in  this  constituency  under 
the  former  regime.  T.  M.  Tweedie,  now 
Mr.  Justice  Tweedie,  who  was  then  a 


member  of  the  Assembly,  moved  that  all 
papers  in  connection  with  the  election 
be  laid  on  the  table,  but  this  was  re- 
fused by  the  Premier  of  that  day. 

"Can  the  gentlemen  opposite  give  any 
other  instance  in  the  British  Empire 
where  representation  was  given  to  40 
people?"  asked  the  Minister,  alluding  to 
the  fact  that  the  successful  candidate  in 
the  first  election  received  just  40  votes. 
When  the  constituency  was  carved  out, 
the  people  were  not  consulted,  and  when 
a  member  of  the  Assembly  moved  in 
1913  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  redistribution  bill,  this  was  re- 
fused. Mr.  Hoadley  deprecated  Mr.  Hef- 
feman's  introduction  of  the  name  of 
Canada's  overseas  army  into  this  debate 
in  support  of  his  attack  in  the  matter  of 
Clearwater.  The  men  who  died  over- 
seas did  not  do  so  in  order  to  save  this 
constituency,  in  which  in  the  last  elec- 
tion only  558  votes  were  cast,  from  being 
properly  adjusted. 
ALBERTA'S  FIELD  CROPS 

The  Minister  discussed  in  great  detail 
the  agricultural  position  of  the  Province. 
Alberta's  field  crops  for  1923  were  of  a 
total  value  of  $165,617,828,  wheat  alone 
being  worth  $108,722,304.  The  acreage 
sown  to  wheat  was  5,973,753,  the  average 
yield  28  bushels  per  acre,  and  the  total 
crop  167,265,084  bushels.  Great  advan- 
ces had  been  made  in  corn  growing,  the 
number  of  acres  sown  to  this  crop  hav- 
ing increased  from  6,991  -in  1921  to 
53,981  in  1923.  As  a  fodder  crop  and 
as  a  grain  crop  also,  it  was  filling  a 
great  need  in  the  southeast. 

Figures  showing  the  great  distinction 
gained  by  Alberta  at  the  Chicago  exhi- 
bition were  given.  Alberta  this  year 
won  43  prizes  and  4  championships,  as 
compared  with  36  prizes  and  3  cham- 
pionships in  1923.  The  results  had 
shown  that  "the  grains  and  grasses  pro- 
duced in  Alberta  stand  head  and  shoul- 
ders above  those  produced  in  any  other 
place  on  the  American  continent." 

The  Minister  estimated  that  the  seed 
cleaning  and  grading  pldnt  would  handle 
not  less  than  50,000  bushels  this  year, 
as  compared  with  16,000  last.  Discussing 
the  Western  grain  route,  he  pointed 
out  that  much  grain  now  goes 
through  the  United  States,  which  &  it 
were  shipped  from  Canadian  ports  in 
Canadian  or  British  bottoms,  would 
bring  very  substantial  advantages  to 
Canada  which  are  now  lost.  He  believed 
that  the  Wheat  Pool  was  endeavoring  to 
get  a  direct  connection  with  the  pur- 
chasers of  wheat  in  Great  Britain  and  in 
Europe  for  milling  purposes,  and  this 
was  desirable. 

Mr.  Hoadley  thought  that  there  was 
a  better  future  in  store  for  men  with 
first  class  stock,  and  dealt  in  a  compre- 
hensive way  with  the  present  position 
and  prospects  of  livestock  production. 
Co-operative  marketing  of  products  was 
one  of  the  greatest  necessities  of  the 
Province. 

CHEAPER  MEDICAL  SERVICE 

As  Minister  of  Health  he  gave  assur- 
ance that  it  was  not  intended  to  make 
this  I>epartment  subservient  to  any 
other.  He  was  endeavoring  to  make 
medical,  dental  and  nursing  services 
available  at  less  cost  to  the  majority  of 
the  citizens  of  the  Province. 
ROBERT  PEARSON 

Robert  Pearson,  Independent,  Calgary, 
said  he  had  been  delayed  by  illness,  but 
when  he  read  in  the  Albertan  that  the 
Liberals  and  the  Farmers,  the  Labor 
men  and  the  one  Independent  Conserva- 
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tive  had  caucussed  his  colleague,  the 
only  other  independent,  was  left  with 
nothing  to  do  but  admire  tlie  pictures  of 
ex-ministers  on  the  walls,  and  Captain 
Pearson  feared  that  this  colleague  might 
be  tempted  to  become  like  the  pictures 
he  admired,  and  gravitate  to  the  fold 
of  the  Liberals. 

He  regretted  that  a  promise  which,  he 
said,  had  been  given  by  the  Government, 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  go  into  all 
departments  with  a  view  to  reducing  ex- 
penditure, had  not  been  fulfilled,  and 
that  there  had  been  no  reduction  in  the 
number  of  high  salaried  officials  in  the 
Department  of  Education.  He  regretted 
also  that  the  promised  inquiry  into  the 
differences  between  the  Government  and 
the  C.  P.  R.  concerning  a  Government 
report  read  at  the  last  session,  had  not 
been  mentioned  in  the  speech  from  the 
throne,  and  a  report  presented. 
TAXES  AND  FIRST 
MORTGAGES 

While  it  was  customary  for  taxes  to 
take  priority.  Captain  Pearson  feared 
that  first  mortgages  were  "too  far  down 
the  line"  in  Alberta.  He  thought  the 
Tax  Recovery  Act  unfair,  and  he  believed 
that  the  personal  covenant  in  mortgages 
should  be  restored.  As  a  constitution- 
alist he  believed  that  after  a  petition 
had  been  received  in  regular  form,  it 
was  imperative  to  hold  the  liquor  plebis- 
cite, but  he  regretted  that  there  had  not 
been  a  stronger  pronouncement  from  the 
Government.  He  received  general  ap- 
plause in  appealing  for  preference  for 
amputation  cases,  in  the  administrative 
staff  required  under  the  new  legislation. 
The  member  opposed  the  repeal  of  the 
supplementary  revenue  tax,  and  opposed 
any  increase  in  the  amusement  tax. 
PERRIN  BAKER  AND  A 
FALSE  PRESS  REPORT 

Describing  education  as  "one  of  the 
main  industries  of  Alberta,"  Perrin 
Baker,  Minister  of  Education,  described 
the  plan  employed  in  drawing  up  the  new 
public  and  high  school  curriculum,  and 
said  that  by  the  appointment  of  a  re- 
presentative committee,  an  effort  had 
been  made  to  ascertain  the  opinions  of 
the  people. 

Mr.  Baker  denied  the  truth  of  a  widely 
circulated  statement,  attributed  by  the 
press  to  a  member  of  the  opposition,  to 
the  effect  that  "while  the  Liberal  Gov- 
ernment loaned  to  Normal  students  this 
U.  F.  A.  Government  had  abolished 
the  loans."  Mr.  Boyle  said  the  newspaper 
report  was  untrue,  and  regretted  its 
publication. 

The  debate  was  adjourned  by  Mr. 
Baker,  who  concluded  his  speech  on 
Wednesday. 


WEDNESDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  6.— A  meeting 
between  representatives  of  mortgage 
companies  and  of  the  U.  F.  A.  Execu- 
tive which  had  been  arranged  on 
Wednesday  morning  by  a  number  of  the 
U.  F.  A.  members,  for  discussion  of 
mortgage  legislation,  was  the  oc- 
casion of  a  piquant  incident  at  the 
opening  of  Wednesday's  session  of  the 
Chamber,  when  J.  R.  Boyle,  the  Liberal 
leader,  protested  that  a  "strictly  party 
meeting  at  which  the  Government  side 
and  U.  F.  A.  organizers  were  represent- 
ed," had  been  held.  Mr.  Boyle  com- 
plained that  this  was  "a  breach  of  the 
rules  of  the  Legislature,"  and  "contrary 
to  the  public  interest,"  bringing  Premier 
Greenfield  to  his  feet  with  a  quick  dis- 


claimer. The  member  had  no  reason  to 
be  dissatisfied,  said  Mr.  Greenfield.  The 
conference  was  not  arranged  by  the 
Government,  nor  had  the  Government  had 
any  responsibility  in  the  matter.  A 
number  of  private  members  had  called 
it,  and  these  members  had  notified  him- 
self and  others  on  all  sides  of  the  As- 
sembly. 

This  statement  was  confirmed  by 
George  Mills,  the  Liberal  whip,  where- 
upon Mr.  Boyle  remarked  that  "notifying 
a  member  was  a  different  thing  from 
giving  due  and  proper  notice."  Robert 
Pearson  declared  that  "men  have  come 
from  Calgary  to  attend  this  meeting, 
and  yet  members  from  Calgary  were  not 
notified,"  while  Dr.  Stewart,  the  Con- 
servative member  of  the  Legislature, 
added  that  what  had  taken  place  sug- 
gested that  the  practice  of  lobbying  was 
being  introduced. 
"DIDN'T  CARE  TO  COME" 

"I  phoned  as  many  of  the  members  ori 
our  side  of  the  Assembly  as  I  could,  and 
those  I  spoke  to  said  they  didn't  care 
about  the  meeting  and  didn't  want  to  at- 
tend," said  George  Mills,  provoking  Mr. 
Boyle  to  remark,  "I  was  not  phoned  to." 
Mr.  Mills  repeated  his  previous  state- 
ment, this  time  with  some  heat. 

George  McLaughlin,  U.  F.  A.  member 
for  Pembina,  who  had  been  chairman  of 
the  infoi-mal  meeting,  explained  that  it 
was  no  "hole  in  comer  affair,"  that  as 
many  members  as  could  be  ad\dsed  had 
been  asked  to  come.  He  failed  to  satisfy 
Mr.  Boyle,  who  wanted  to  know  whether 
the  committee  had  authority  to  report 
to  the  Assembly,  and  again  suggested 
that  this  was  a  kind  of  "party  caucus." 

LABOR  MEMBER  ATTENDED 

"If  it  was,  I  was  not  aware  of  the 
fact,"  said  F.  J.  White,  Labor  member 
for  Calgary,  who  declared  that  he  had 
been  asked  to  come,  had  attended,  that 
the  press  was  present,  and  that  he  had 
been  welcomed,  while  W.  G.  Johnston, 
Labor  member  for  Medicine  Hat,  made 
a  similar  statement. 

Other  statements  in  the  Legislature 
showed  that  the  meeting  had  been  called 
in  an  informal  manner,  and  apparently 
some  of  the  members  had  not  heard  of 
it.  Mr.  McLaughlin,  Mr.  McKeen  and 
others  made  it  clear  that  the  private 
members,  and  not  the  Government,  had 
been  entirely  responsible.  The  press  was 
present,  and  reported  the  meeting. 

Members  of  the  press  gallery  were 
aware  that  during  the  period  when  the 
meeting  took  place,  officers  of  the  Mod- 
eration League  were  in  conference  in  the 
Liberal  Committee  rooms,  and  this  soon 
became  known  in  the  corridors. 
STATEMENTS 
"ENTIRELY  UNTRUE" 

Perrin  Bakei-,  Minister  of  Education, 
continuing  the  debate  on  the  address, 
protested  against  certain  statements 
made  by  Liberal  members  at  a  public 
meeting,  as  these  statements  were  re- 
ported in  the  Calgary  Herald  of  January 
19th.  The  Department,  it  had  been  said, 
had  "dynamited"  and  "demoralized"  edu- 
cation in  Alberta.  A  Liberal  member 
was  reported  as  having  said  that  the  pre- 
sent Government  was  "cutting  school 
grants  in  two,  with  the  inevitable  result 
that  many  schools  had  been  closed."  Such 
a  statement  was  "entirely  untrue",  de- 
clared Mr.  Baker,  quoting  statistics  in 
support  of  this  claim.  The  credit  of  the 
Province,  he  contended,  suffered  just  as 
much  by  the  widespread  publication  of 
such  false  statements  as  this,  as  by  the 


circulation  of  untrue  reports  concerning 
its  financial  affairs. 

The  fact  was,  said  Mr.  Baker,  that 
elementary  schools  had  been  cut  10  cents 
a  day,  those  which  received  $1  before 
getting  90c  now,  those  which  formerly 
received  70c  being  reduced  to  60c  and  so 
forth.  Similarly  secondary  schools  which 
fonnerly  received  $4  now  received  $3. 
Last  session  the  grants  totalled  $1,230,- 
845,  slightly  more  than  in  1922.  They 
would  be  less  this  year,  though  far  from 
being  cut  in  two. 

School  loans  to  meet  interest  on  bonds 
and  pay  salaries  totalled  $68,000  in  1915, 
in  1916,  $6,000;  in  1917,  $3,000;  in  1918, 
$6,000;  in  1919,  $31,000;  in  1920,  $104,- 
000;  in  1921,  $98,000;  in  1922,  $215,000; 
in  1923,  $100,000.  The  grants  had  been 
larger  since  this  Government  came  in 
than  under  the  former  (Government.  Col- 
lections had  unfortunately  not  been  very 
good,  though  January,  1924,  showed  im- 
provement. 

ONLY  TWENTY-FIVE 
INOPERATIVE 

Mr.  Baker  said  that  the  full  amount 
of  the  reduction  in  grant  to  any  school 
which  had  been  able  to  earn  the  full 
amount,  was  $20  per  year  or  $10  for  six 
months.  Only  25  schools  all  told,  with 
eight  pupils  of  school  age  eligible  to  at- 
tend, had  remained  inoperative  through- 
out the  year,  but  140  schools  had  been 
joined  with  neighboring  schools,  thus 
giving  facilities  for  all  the  pupils. 

The  average  attendance  at  the  schools 
was  82.53  per  cent,  in  1918;  82.51  per 
cent,  in  1919;  82.76  per  cent,  in  1920; 
85.61  per  cent,  in  1921-1922;  86.42  per 
cent,  in  the  year  1922-23. 

As  to  the  suggestion  that  money 
should  be  available  from  the  Federal 
treasury  for  educational  purposes,  Mr. 
Baker  remarked  that  this  would  have  to 
be  provided  through  taxation  in  any 
event,  and  it  mattered  little  to  him  whe- 
ther his  taxes  were  paid  to  one  Govern- 
ment or  to  the  other.  He  did  not  be- 
lieve that  financial  responsibility  for 
secondary  education  should  be  placed 
upon  the  Province  as  a  whole  at  the  pre- 
sent time.  Those  rural  pioneer  settle- 
ments which  could  not  now  af- 
ford to  pay  even  for  elementary  educa- 
tion, should  not  in  fairness  be  saddled 
with  a  portion  of  the  cost  of  expensive 
educational  institutions  in  the  cities. 

The  system  of  making  school  grants 
was  not  altogether  satisfactory,  as  it 
benefited  the  district  that  was  able  to 
finance  locally.  Mr.  Baker  closed  with 
an  appeal  for  the  creation  of  a  public 
opinion  which  would  regard  education 
as  an  essential  thing.  He  wished  Al- 
berta to  adopt  the  slogan — "Grade  8  for 
every  child." 

R.  C.  Marshall,  Liberal  member  for 
Calgary,  referring  to  the  liquor  question, 
regretted  that  Mrs.  McClung  had  ques- 
tioned the  validity  of  the  petition  at  this 
session.  If  there  ever  had  been  any 
doubt  about  the  volume  of  public  opinion 
behind  the  petition,  that  doubt  was  set 
at  rest  by  the  vote  on  Nov.  5th,  which 
must  be  respected,  though  he  personally 
regretted  it. 

He  would  like  to  see  the  representa- 
tion in  the  Legislature  reduced,  but  he 
did  not  agree  with  those  who  would  cut 
the  representation  in  two  at  one  fell 
swoop.  Mr.  Marshall  said  that  a  few 
years  ago  the  tendency  of  all  governing 
authorities  was  towards  extravagance. 
He  thought  the  Clearwater  situation 
was  not  being  adjusted  in  the  proper 
manner. 
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N.  S.  Smith,  member  for  Olds,  spoke 
briefly,  referring  to  the  fact  that  a 
world's  record  for  wheat  production  had 
been  established  in  his  constituency.  Re- 
ferring to  the  dairy  convention,  he  said 
that  substantial  progress  had  been  made 
in  the  dairy  industry.  Speaking  of  the 
development  Of  the  Western  route,  Mr. 
Smith  pointed  out  that  the  charge  for 
transporting  butter  to  England  had  been 
reduced  by  from  1%  to  IV2  cents  a  pound 
by  Western  shipment.  He  protested 
against  the  withdrawal  by  the  Dominion 
Government  of  the  grant  to  agricultural 
education,  endorsed  the  supplementary 
revenue  tax  as  equitable  in  principle,  and 
said  that  if  the  Province  came  to  depend 
too  much  on  liquor  profits  as  a  source 
of  revenue,  the  traffic  would  tend  to  be- 
come commercialized  in  a  most  undesir- 
able way. 

W.  M.  Washburn,  Stony  Plain,  who 
spoke  for  a  few  minutes  before  adjourn- 
ment, declared  that  he  could  not  agree 
that  the  Liberal  leader  was  a  "coward." 
Any  politician  who  would  venture  into 
the  constituency  of  Stony  Plain  was  a 
brave  man. 


THURSDAY'S  SITTING 

EDMONTON,  Feb.  7.— Covering  the 
whole  field  of  legislation  to  which 
reference  was  made  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne,  and  calling  atten- 
tion to  what  he  considered  to  be 
important  omissions,  offering  criti- 
cism of  many  things,  but  suggest- 
ing that  in  the  matter  of  "econ- 
omy" the  Provincial  Government  was 
probably  nearing  the  limit,  W.  M.  David- 
son, the  most  recently  elected  of  the 
Calgary  members,  declared  during  the 
course  of  Thursday's  debate  on  the  ad- 
dress against  any  "economy"  which 
might  mean  the  withdrawal  of  public 
services.  Donald  Cameron,  U.  F.  A. 
member  for  Innisfail,  advocated  the  na- 
tionalization of  credit,  and  pointed  out 
that  the  Donninion  Government  has  full 
power  under  the  British  North  America 
Act  to  make  use  of  the  credit  of 
the  nation,  that  they  had  done 
so  for  war  purposes,  and  .  that 
there  seemed  to  be  no  insuperable  ob- 
stacle to  the  use  of  the  national  credit 
as  one  means  A)f  restoring  agriculture. 
Lorne  Proudfoot,  U.  F.  A.  member  for 
Acadia,  discussed  the  subjects  of  co-oper- 
ative credit  societies  and  long  term  loans 
at  length,  and  submitted  to  the  leaders 
of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  House  a 
number  of  questions  concerning  their 
method  of  organization. 

DONALD  CAMERON  ON 
THE  PRICE  PROBLEM 

Mr.  Cameron  pointed  out  that  although 
Alberta  has  produced  an  abundant  har- 
vest, agriculture  is  not  prosperous,  and 
it  was  futile,  he  said,  for  the  people  of 
Alberta  to  ignore  the  facts,  or  seek  to 
hide  them.  Prices  of  fann  produce  con- 
tinued low,  while  the  cost  of  agricultural 
machinery  and  other  manufactured 
goods  required  on  the  farm  was  rising. 
It  was  said  that  this  condition  was  due 
to  economic  laws.  "What  the  farmer 
wants  to  know,"  said  the  speaker,  "is 
why  this  economic  law,  and  the  un- 
settled condition  of  Europe,  deflate  the 
prices  of  farm  products  from  100  to 
300  per  cent.,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
flate the  prices  of  manufactured  goods 
from  15  to  85  per  cent.?" 

Mr.  Cameron  believed  that  the  solution 
lay  largely  in  the  farmers'  own  hands. 
Co-operation,  especially  in  the  handling 


of  farm  products,  and  credit  reform, 
must  be  general  before  prosperity  could 
be  restored.  He  believed  that  the  na- 
tionalization of  credit,  and  the  issue  of 
long  term  credits  on  the  amortization 
plan,  would  prove  of  very  great  benefit. 

W.  M.  DAVIDSON  ON 
WRONG  KIND  OF  ECONOMY 

An  appeal  by  Mr.  Cameron  for  the 
abandonment  of  the  policy  of  throwing 
"brick  bats"  and  for  the  sober  consider- 
ation of  the  problems  of  the  Province  in  a 
non-controversial  spirit,  was  endorsed  by 
W.  M.  Davidson,  who  asked,  amid  applause 
from  the  U.  F.  A.  side  of  the  Assembly, 
"Cannot  we  cut  out  politics,  forget  for 
the  time  being  all  these  controversies, 
and,  to  quote  an  eminent  philosopher, 
'eliminate  the  jungle  chatter'?"  Mr. 
Davidson's  speech  was  in  a  highly  crit- 
ical vein,  though  he  thought  in  the  mat- 
ter of  economy  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment had  "almost  reached  the  extremity." 
The  appointment  of  a  purchasing  agent 
and  a  number  of  minor  economies  might 
be  useful,  but  he  was  opposed  to 
"economy"  which  might  mean  the  with- 
drawal of  any  public  services.  Provin- 
cial taxation,  it  might  be  noted,  was 
only  about  14  per  cent,  of  the  burden 
borne  by  the  people  of  the  Province.  Mr. 
Davidson  hoped  that  the  new  Provincial 
Treasurer  would  make  it  his  business  to 
undertake  a  scientific  study  of  the  whole 
problem  of  taxation. 

Blame  for  the  failure  of  Alberta  to 
obtain  her  natural  resources,  said  the 
speaker,  did  not  lie  with  the  Alberta 
Government.  Alberta  had  been  made  a 
kind  of  snap  offer  last  year,  which  the 
Government  were  wise  in  not  accepting. 
If  the  members  at  Ottawa  had  made  as 
strong  a  fight  on  this  question  as  they 
did  on  the  Crow's  Nest  Pass  Agreement 
and  the  banking  question,  the  result 
might  have  been  different.  The  people 
of  Alberta  owed  a  very  great  debt  of 
gratitude,  said  Mr.  Davidson  amid  ap- 
plause, to  the  Alberta  Federal  members 
for  the  fight  which  they  had  carried  on 
at  Ottawa  to  secure  reduced  freight 
rates. 

The  Premier  of  Alberta  had  "not  wept 
a  tear"  when  the  Wheat  Board  failed  to 
be  established.  Failing  the  Board  Mr. 
Davidson  was  glad  that  the  Pool  had 
been  established.  He  said  that  the 
president  of  the  U.  F.  A.  had  declared 
in  1921  that  there  was  a  danger  of  a 
Board  suffering  from  political  interfer- 
ence, and  went  on  to  suggest  that  ac- 
cording to  a  speech  by  President  Wood 
at  the  1924  Convention,  the  Pool  and  the 
U.  F.  A.  were  one. 

Mr.  Davidson  contended  that  members 
of  the  Government  as  a  whole  should 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  the  prohi- 
bition campaign.  He  commended  the 
roads  policy  of  the  Department  of  Pub- 
lic Works,  which  did  not,  however,  go 
far  enough. 

While  he  did  not  defend  the  manner 
in  which  the  Clearwater  constituency 
was  created,  he  deplored  the  method 
of  its  proposed  "assassination."  He  fav- 
ored the  supplementary  revenue  tax. 

NEW  ELECTION  ACT 
AND  P.  R. 

He  was  very  pleased  to  see  that  a  new 
J]lection  Act  was  to  be  introduced,  in- 
corporating the  principle  of  the  single 
transferable  vote.  Proportional  repre- 
sentation meant  representation  for  min- 
orities, and  was  the  best  system,  but  it 
was  a  very  different  thing  from  the 
single  transferable  vote  in  single  mem- 


ber constituencies.  He  would  prefer  to 
see  proportional  representation  all 
through.  The  combination  of  the  two 
systems,  he  feared,  might,  in  the  hands 
of  an  unscrupulous  Government,  make 
possible  the  most  serious  gerrymander- 
ing. It  would  enable  a  Government 
which  was  strong  in  the  country  but  not 
in  the  cities,  to  secure  the  election  of  a 
minority  candidate,  while  the  same  op- 
portunity would  not  exist  in  the  rural 
districts. 

The  Dominion  had  given  the  Province 
first  choice  in  regard  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Spray  Lakes  power  proposi- 
tion, as  the  Province  had  requested.  He 
trusted  that  these  great  power  resources 
would  not  be  allowed  to  be  alienated. 

The  speaker  commended  the  speech 
of  the  Minister  of  Education.  What  was 
most  greatly  to  be  deplored  was  the  at- 
titude of  many  school  boards.  Ten  years 
ago  the  effort  of  school  boards  to  econ- 
omize by  impairing  educational  effi- 
ciency would  have  been  impossible.  If 
there  could  be  any  saving  in  education 
or  health  departments  without  interfer- 
ing -with  efficiency,  he  would  favor  it, 
but  not  otherwise. 

CO-OPERATIVE 
CREDIT  SOCIETIES 

Lorne  Proudfoot  said  the  people  of 
Acadia  were  much  interested  in  the  de- 
velopment of  co-operative  credit  socie- 
ties and  it  was  gratifying  to  learn  that, 
very  largely  through  the  Premier's  ef- 
forts, the  bank  interest  to  these  societies 
had  been  reduced  from  7  to  6V2  per  cent., 
■with  the  possibility  of  a  further  reduc- 
tion to  6  per  cent.  There  were  25  or  26 
societies  in  operation  in  Alberta,  with  a 
membership  of  about  1,000. 

CO-OPERATION  IN 
MEDICAL  CARE 

Dealing  in  co-operative  marketing,  Mr. 
Proudfoot  said  that  Acadia  enjoyed  the 
honor  of  being  the  constituency  with  the 
largest  acreage  of  wheat  in  the  Pool.  He 
called  attention  to  a  system  of  co-oper- 
ative medical  care  which  had  been 
brought  into  successful  operation  in 
Acadia,  costing  members  $15  per  year, 
plus  50  cents  for  each  visit  and  25  cents 
per  mile  for  trips  to  the  country.  He 
wished  to  see  a  slight  amendment  in  the 
Tax  Recovery  Act,  and  he  contended 
that  the  Supplementary  Revenue  Tax 
should  be  so  adjusted  as  to  place  an 
equitable  share  of  the  tax  upon  the 
cities. 

Ironically  remarking  that  the  "leader 
of  the  opposition  and  his  faithful  fol- 
lowers" were  of  course  not  actuated  by 
any  political  motive  when  they  "be- 
moaned the  entry  of  the  farmers*  organ- 
ization into  the  political  field,"  Mr. 
Proudfoot  said  that  the  farmers  were 
gradually  learning  that  their  membership 
and  citizenship  meant  a  great  deal  more 
than  mere  election-time  activity.  They 
had  not  fully  realized  this  in  1921,  but 
the  rallying  of  the  membership  during 
the  past  few  months  was  one  indication 
of  the  change  in  attitude. 

ONE  WAY  OF  INCREASING 
THE  MEMBERSHIP 

"During  the  past  summer  and  early 
winter  this  Liberal  party  machine  that 
should  be  dead  began  to  show  some  signs 
of  life,"  said  Mr.  Proudfoot.  "Two  of 
its  forlorn  and  battered  warriors  started 
out  on  a  speech  making  campaign.  The 
farmers  noted  this  renewed  activity  on 
their  part.  They  were  not  unduly 
(Continued  on  page  11) 
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Eggs  and  Poultry  May  Be  First  Products 
Marketed  Under  Co-operative  Plan 

Plans  Now  Being  Formulated  Are  Direct  Result  of  Resolution  on  Co-operative  Marketing  Adopted  by  the 

Annual  Convention 


Organization  of  an  Egg  and  Poultry 
Pool,  similar  in  principle  to  the  Wheat 
Pool,  has  been  under  discussion  during 
the  week,  at  conferences  between  S.  S. 
Sears  and  H.  E.  G.  H.  Scholefield  re- 
presenting the  U.  F.  A.,  and  George 
Hoadley,  Minister  of  Agriculture,  H. 
A.  Craig,  Deputy  Minister,  and  J. 
H.  Hare,  Poultry  Commissioner,  who 
represented  the  Alberta  Government. 
This  is  the  direct  outcome  of  the  reso- 
lution upon  this  subject  adopted  at  the 
U.  F.  A.  Annual  Convention. 

Long  Term  Contract 

The  plan  if  adopted  will  provide  that 
the  present  Poultry  Marketing  Service  of 
the  Provincial  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture, which  has  been  developed  with 
such  success  during  the  past  few  years, 
shall  be  continued  as  at  present  operated. 
In  the  meantime,  organizers  of 
the  Poultry  Pool  will  undertake  to  se- 
cure signatures  from  farmers  of  the 
Province,  to  a  long  term  contract,  with 
a  membership  fee,  which  will  provide 
for  shipments  of  all  poultry  products  to 
the  Pool. 

The  proposed  Pool  is  being  under- 
taken in  accordance  with  the  sentiment 
which  has  made  itself  so  evident  over 
the  entire  Province  for  the  past  year  or 
so,  for  the  organized  co-operative  hand- 
ling of  all  farm  products.  Following 
quickly  upon  the  formation  of  the  Wheat 
Pool  and  its  comparative  success,  the 
matter  of  the  Poultry  Pool  was  taken 
up  by  the  members  of  the  two  U.  F.  A. 
organizations,  as  being  the  next  step  in 
the  general  direction  of  a  complete  co- 
operative marketing  system. 

For  some  years  the  Provincial  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  has  carried  on 
Ciovernment-directed  co-operative  mar- 
keting services  in  poultry  and  poultry 
products,  as  well  as  in  other  lines  of 
farm  products.  During  the  past  two 
years  this  service  has  been  particularly 
successful  in  aiding  the  farmers  to  mar- 
ket their  products  to  the  best  advantage. 

This  Government  marketing  service 
was  established  primarily  as  the  first 
step  to  the  larger  scheme  by  which  the 
farmers  themselves  will  handle  their  own 
marketing.  The  idea  was  that  as  soon 
as  the  producers  themselves  arrived  at 
the  stage  at  which  they  were  able  to 
handle  their  own  marketing,  and  had  a 
proper  and  efficient  organization  for 
such  a  purpose,  the  Government  market- 
ing scheme  would  be  there  as  a  basis 
and  would  merge  into  the  larger  scheme. 

The  members  of  the  U.  F.  A.  believe 
that  this  time  has  now  arrived,  and 
with  the  co-operation  and  support  of  the 
Provincial  Government,  are  seeking  to 
establish  an  organization  that  will  even- 
tually market  the  entire  poultry  prod- 
ucts of  the  Province. 

Plan  in  Brief 

Briefly  the  chief  points  of  the  new 
plan  as  discussed  last  week,  are  as 
follows : 

The  present  marketing  service  policy 
and  present  method  of  operating  shall  be 


The  outline  of  the  suggested  plan 
of  organization  of  the  Egg  and  Poul- 
try Pool  published  on  this  page  Is 
tentative  only.  Within  the  next  week 
it  is  anticipated  that  a  definite  an- 
nouncement can  be  made. 


continued  for  the  present. 

That  the  objective  shall  be  50  per  cent, 
of  the  estimated  poultry  population  of 
the  Province. 

That  a  provisional  advisory  committee 
shall  be  appointed  having  at  least  two 
non-U.  F.  A.  members. 

That  on  receipt  of  all  contracts  signed 
by  a  set  date,  the  advisory  committee 
of  the  Egg  and  Poultry  Pool  shall  de- 
cide as  to  whether  the  percentage  of 
poultry  pledged  to  the  Pool  is  of  suffi- 
cient volume  to  proceed  with  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Pool. 

The  impression  has  prevailed  among 
the  general  public  that  the  reason  for 
the  move  to  organize  the  Poultry  Pool 
is  dissatisfaction  with  the  present  mar- 
keting service.  This  is  very  far  from 
the  tinith.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  so  suc- 
cessful has  the  marketing  service  been 
that  the  volume  of  business  handled  by 


All  previous  membership  records  have 
been  broken  by  the  Irricana  Local,  as 
the  result  of  the  drive  for  membership 
which  was  announced  in  "The  U.  F.  A." 
some  weeks  ago.  In  the  past  there  have 
never  been  more  than  53  members.  The 
new  record  -mil  be  55. 

The  drive  was  carried  on  by  two  rival 
teams,  under  the  captaincy  of  G.  L.  Car- 
pender  and  A.  C.  Scratch.  Between  these 
teams  there  was  a  neck  and  neck  race 
up  to  the  last  day,  Mr.  Scratch's  team 
winning  by  a  very  small  margin.  The 
losers  entertained  all  the  U.  F.  A.  mem- 
bers and  their  families  at  a  turkey  sup- 
per, which  was  attended  also  by  num- 
bers of  townspeople  and  visitors  from 
neighboring  communities.  A  charge  of 
50  cents  per  plate  was  made  for  non- 
members,  and  over  $60  was  realized  in 
this  way.  A  number  of  short  addresses 
were  given  in  the  evening,  by  Messrs.  S. 
J.  Ewing,  Garfield,  Bums,  Loftsgarden 
and  others. 

On  January  19th  another  banquet  was 
given  to  the  members  by  the  U.  F.  W.  A., 
and  attended  by  about  one  hundred 
people.  A  pleasant  feature  of  the  even- 
ing was  the  presentation  to  W.  C.  Les- 
ter, secretary  of  the  Irricana  Local,  of 
an  automobile  tire,  "to  help  to  speed 
him  on  his  way  to  success."  A  full  re- 
port of  the  delegates  to  the  Convention 
was  given  at  this  meeting,  and  a  Wheat 
Pool  local  was  organized,  with  Mr.  Mc- 
Ewen  as  president  and  A.  C.  Scratch, 
secretary. 


it  has  grown  tremendously  each  year, 
and  the  prospects  for  business  for  the 
coming  year  are  even  brighter  than 
they  were  last. 

Some  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
business  of  the  Government  marketing 
service  has  grown  is  given  in  the  follow- 
ing figures  covering  the  volume  of  pro- 
ducts handled  during  the  vears  1920, 
1921,  1922  and  1923: 

Eggs  handled— 1920,  72,289  dozen; 
1921,  177,000  dozen;  1922,  435,000  dozen; 
1923,  660,822  dozen. 

Poultry  handled— 1920,  46,423  lbs.; 
1921,  203,400  lbs.;  1922,  557,000  lbs.; 
1923,  925,494  lbs. 

 0  . 

FORM  HOG  POOL  ASSOCIATION 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Leedale 
Local  it  was  decided  that  the  members 
would  associate  themselves  with  the 
Blindman  Valley  Hog  Pool  association. 
The  secretary  states  that  Mr.  Durand 
has  rendered  great  assistance  in  the 
formation  of  this  pool.  A  committee 
was  appointed  by  this  meeting,  also,  to 
inquire  into  the  cost  of  building  a  com- 
munity hall. 


Whole  Community  Aroused 

"The  drive  has  consolidated  our  whole 
community  as  it  has  never  been  consoli- 
dated before,"  said  Mr.  Scratch,  in  an 
interview  with  "The  U.F.A.",  "and  we 
aim  to  maintain  throughout  the  year  the 
fine  .community  spirit  which  has  been 
aroused.  In  bringing  neighbor  and 
neighbor  together,  in  demonstrating  the 
possibilities  of  team  work,  and  promot- 
ing a  social  spirit,  the  drive  would  have 
been  well  worth  while,  even  if  there  had 
been  nothing  else  to  be  gained.  We  aim, 
at  each  of  our  Local  meetings  through- 
out the  year,  to  provide  on  the  program 
for  some  events  in  which  all  memlbers 
can  take  part. 

"Our  experience  has  been  that  quite  a 
feAV  farmers  give  local  reasons  for  not 
joining  a  Local  U.  F.  A.  They  express 
willingness  to  belong  to  the  United 
Farmers  of  Alberta,  but  occasionally  for 
one  reason  or  another,  perhaps  personal, 
do  not  want  to  join  the  Local.  That  kind 
of  feeling  has  been  largely  overcome. 
The  farmers  realize,  as  they  have  never 
done  before,  that  the  organization  is 
just  what  they  care  to  make  it — that  it 
is  their  organization,  to  do  with  it  a? 
they  will,  and  that  it  provides  the  only 
means  by  which  they  may  make  their 
citizenship  really  effective.  They  can 
do  nothing  on  the  outside,  but  when  they 
get  inside  they  become  active  partners 
in  an  enterprise  in  which  every  member 
has  an  equal  opportunity  to  make  his 
influence  felt." 


Irricana  Local  Breaks  all  Past 

Membership  Records 

"Drive  Consolidates  Whole  Community  in  Irricana  District" 
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Loss  of  Over  Million  Dollars  on  Telephone 
Poles  Seriously  Handicaps  Utility 

Supply  on  Hand  Following  Election  of  1921  Sufficient  to  Build  15,000  Miles  of  Line — 

Poles  Cost  $1.52,  Sold  for  30  Cents 


Replying  to  Premier  Greenfield,  who 
had  quoted  statistics  indicating  heavy 
losses  sustained  by  the  Province  by  rea- 
son of  the  previous  administration's 
purchase  of  telephone  poles  at  peak 
prices  and  several  years  in  advance  of 
requirements,  C  R.  Mitchell,  member 
for  Bow  Valley  and  former  Provincial 
Treasurer,  stated  in  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly on  February  1st,  that  the  Liberal 
Government  had  been  forced  into  heavy 
expenditures  because  of  the  dernands  of 
the  times,  that  the  Government  antici- 
pated a  great  increase  in  population,  and 
that  this  increase  had  not  materialized. 
This  was  true  of  railways  and  tele- 
phones. 

Not  Out  of  Proportion 
"The  stock  of  telephone  poles,"  de- 
clared Mr.  Mitchell,  "was  not  out  of  pro- 
portion to  the  building  program  which 
the  former  Government  had  under  way 
and  was  carrying  on.  It  was  an  aggres- 
sive policy  which  had  completed  over 
3,000  miles,  probably  as  high  as  6,000 
miles,  in  one  year,  whereas  the  present 
Government  dropped  from  3,000  miles  to 
nothing.  If  you  don't  build  telephone 
lines  of  course  the  80,000  poles  or  so 
which  we  turned  over  to  you  all  paid  for 
will  last  for  some  time."  Mr.  Mitchell 
added  that  he  was  not  going  to  pay  at- 
tention, in  his  speech,  to  the  small  mis- 
takes of  the  previous  Government. 

Following  Mr.  Mitchell,  V.  W.  Smith, 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones, 
dealt  with  the  whole  matter  in  a  com- 
prehensive way,  though  his  speech  was 
one  of  the  briefest  in  the  whole  of  the 
debate  on  the  address.  Having  access 
to  all  departmental  information,  he  was, 
as  the  MorniHg  Albertan  pointed  out,  in 
a  position  to  give  authoritative  facts  and 
figures.  For  this  reason  a  somewhat 
extensive  review  of  Mr.  Smith's  speech 
is  given  in  this  issue.  The  case  he  pre- 
sented has  not  as  yet  been  answered  in 
the  Assembly.  If  it  is  answered  ade- 
quate space  will  also  be  found  for  the 
reply. 

The  loss  on  the  purchase  of  telephone 
material  in  1920  and  1921,  Mr.  Smith 
stated,  would  be  over  $1,000,000,  taking 
into  consideration  the  cost  of  paying  in- 
terest, insurance  and  other  carrying 
charges,  as  well  as  the  depreciation  in 
values  of  material.  "This,"  said  the  min- 
ister, "may  seem  to  be  a  small  matter 
to  the  member  for  Bow  Valley,  but,  I 
can  assure  you,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it 
creates  a  very  serious  condition  in  the 
telephone  utility  at  the  present  time. 

All  Taken  Care  Of 

"With  reference  to  the  statement  made 
by  the  honorable  member  for  Bow  Valley 
in  connection  with  the  telephone  con- 
struction program  carried  out  by  the 
previous  administration,  and  the  reduc- 
tion in  same  after  the  present  Govern- 
ment came  into  office,  I  would  like  to 
point  out  that  rural  construction  from 
the  year  1919  up  to  the  present  was  as 
follows:  1919,  517  miles;  1920,  4,057 
miles;  1921,  2,050  miles;  1922,  3,234  miles; 
1923,  440  miles.  I  would  also  like  to 
point  out  that  all  applications  that  could 


qualify  have  been  taken  care  of  in  the 
last  three  years. 

"This  does  not  show  any  appreciable 
curtailment  in  that  work.  We  have  taken 
care  of  the    demands    adequately,  and 


HON.  V.  W.  SMITH 
Minister  of  Railways  and  Telephones 

Who  declares  past  extravagance  in  Tele- 
phone Department  will  necessitate  economy 
for  some  years  to  come. 


there  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  the 
late  Government  would  have  exceeded 
this  program  had  they  remained  in 
office. 

Plant  Over-Capitalized 
"In  order  to  meet  the  tmusual  condi- 
tion created  by  the  extravagance  of  the 


As  a  "reply  to  misrepresentations  of 
the  party  press",  says  the  secretary  of 
Naco  Local,  "this  Local  instituted  what 
will  probably  be  an  annual  event,  a 
drive  for  membership." 

Almost  immediately  after  the  sides 
had  been  chosen,  one  of  the  workers  en- 
rolled the  children  of  a  member  of  the 
opposing  team,  who  retaliated  by  en- 
rolling children  of  all  ages.  This  con- 
tinued until  every  soul  in  the  room  was 
a  member  of  the  U.  F.  A.  The  drive  was 
carried  on  with  enthusiasm  by  both 
sides,  and  so  thoroughly  was  the  coun- 
tryside canvassed  that  by  the  appointed 
time  there  was  not  a  person  between  the 
ages  of  seven  days  and  seventy  years 
that  was  not  a  member  of  the  Naco 
Local.  When  the  final  meeting  to  de- 
cide the  winner  was  held,  it  was  found 


past  administration,  it  has  and  will  be 
necessary  for  some  years  to  come  to 
exercise  the  strictest  economy  in  all  mat- 
ters connected  with  the  telephone  de- 
partment, and  also  to  keep  away  from 
spending  new  capital  money.  This  is  an 
unfortunate  condition  for  the  utility  to 
be  in,  and  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
plant  is  over-capitalized  now,  and  with- 
out sufficient  subscribers  to  carry  the 
heavy  burden  of  expense  caused  through 
over-development. 

"Answering  the  honorable  gentleman's 
criticism  regarding  the  construction  pro- 
gram and  his  statements  regarding  the 
telephone  poles  being  used  if  the  late 
Government's  policy  had  been  carried 
out,  I  may  say  that  in  September,  1921, 
there  were  445,271  poles  in  stock  in  the 
Telephone  Department,  valued  at  $1,060,- 
000.  These  would  be  sufficient  to  con- 
struct 15,000  miles  of  telephone  line — 
which  is  more  than  has  been  constructed 
in  any  ten  consecutive  years  since  the 
inception  of  the  Department.  I  would 
also  like  to  point  out  that  the  total  pole 
mileage,  both  rural  and  toll,  in  this 
Province  at  the  present  time,  is  approxi- 
mately 27,000  miles." 

With  reference  to  the  Alberta  and 
Great  Waterways  Railway,  Mr.  Smith 
said  he  had  yet  to  hear  of  any  dissatis- 
faction with  the  condition  of  the  line. 
The  track  was  in  good  condition  for 
operation.  With  decreased  revenues  in 
1923,  as  compared  with  1922,  it  had 
nevertheless  been  possible  to  reduce  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  road. 

Premier  Greenfield,  in  his  statement, 
declared  that  certain  poles  purchased  for 
$122,000  were  now  appraised  at  $97,000 
less.  An  effort  had  been  made  to  un- 
load, 30%  cents  had  been  tendered  for 
poles  which  originally  cost  $1.52 each, 
the  Minister  of  Railways  advising  that 
it  would  be  better  to  accept  the  tender 
than  to  allow  the  poles  to  rot. 


that  the  winning  team  had  a  majority 
of  only  one.  It  was  agreed  that  as  the 
difference  was  so  slight  both  sides 
should  join  in  providing  the  chicken  sup- 
per that  had  been  arranged  as  a  penalty 
to  be  paid  by  the  losers. 

The  result  of  the  drive  was  46  seniors, 
3  juniors  under  twenty-one,  and  60 
juniors  under  sixteen,  in  addition  to  th^ 
ten  that  were  members  previous  to  the 
drive.  A  Junior  Local  will  be  formed 
shortly. 

 0  

STOCK  SELLING  PROPOSITIONS 

It  is  against  the  policy  of  this  paper 
to  accept  advertisements  for  stock  sell- 
ing propositions.  An  advertisement  of 
this  character  appeared  through  inad- 
vertence in  a  recent  issue. 


Enrolls  Whole  Farm  Population 
From  Age  of  7  Days  to  70  Years 

Naco  Local  Provides  Effective  Answer  to  the  Propagandists— How  the  Mem- 
bership Contest  Was  Conducted 
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Work  on  $3,500,000  Highways  Project  Will 
Probably  Commence  This  Month 

First  Year's  Program  Calls  for  Treatment  of  420  Miles  of  Partially  Constructed  Roads — No  New  Taxation 

Required  to  Finance  Undertaking — Market  Roads  Development 


According  to  information  from  an 
authoritative  source,  the  Highways  Bill, 
details  of  which  will  in  all  probability  be 
presented  in  the  Legislative  Assembly 
during  the  present  week,  by  Hon.  Alex. 
Ross,  Minister  of  Public  Works,  will 
empower  the  Alberta  Government  to 
finance  by  the  sale  of  debentures  a  pro- 
ject which,  when  complete,  will  cost  ap- 
proximately three  and  a  half  millions. 
Bonds  will  be  issued  over  a  term  of  15 
years,  and  the  project  will  require  five 
years  for  completion.  A  sinldng  fund 
will  be  established  out  of  the  proceeds 
of  automobile  licenses,  and  it  will  thus 
be  possible  to  finance  the  whole  under- 
taking without  new  taxation,  and  with- 
out in  any  way  impairing  the  borrowing 
powers  of  the  Province. 

Market  Roads  Development 

Concurrently  with  the  development  of 
the  highways  project,  the  Government 
will  carry  out  a  definite  scheme  of  de- 
velopment of  the  market  roads  system  of 
the  Province.  A  much  larger  appropria- 
tion than  has  ever  been  made  before,  will 
be  made  from  the  general  revenues  of 
the  Province.  The  main  market  roads 
will  be  built  by  the  municipalities,  as  at 
present,  aided  by  Government  grants. 
The  district  engineers  will  be  relieved  of 
many  of  their  present  duties,  and  will 
therefore  be  able  to  devote  more  atten- 
tion to  the  development  of  plans  for  the 
improvement  of  market  roads  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  hauling  of  produce. 

The  Department  of  Public  Works  is 
now  engaged  in  locating  main  market 
roads  throughout  the  Province,  and 
when  this  work  is  completed,  the  De- 
partment will  submit  plans  to  the  muni- 
cipalities for  their  approval.  An  effort 
will  be  made  to  have  these  market  roads 
drained  and  the  grades  reduced  to  enable 
farmers  to  haul  heavy  loads,  and  the  ef- 
forts of  the  Department  will  be  concen- 


HQN.  ALEX.  ROSS 


PROGRAM  FOR  1924 
The  Highways  Program  for  1924,  as 
announced  in  the  article  on  this  page, 
will  provide  for  work  to  be  done  north 
of  Edmonton  on  the  Athabasca  road, 
east  of  Edmonton  to  Lloydmlnster 
and  Wainwrlght,  between  Edmonton 
and  Calgary,  between  Calgary  and 
Banff,  and  between  Calgary  and 
Alsask. 


trated  on  the  improvement  of  these 
roads  for  the  next  few  years. 

Main  Highways  Scheme 

The  Main  Highways  Scheme,  with 
which  the  bill  to  be  brought  before  the 
Assembly  will  be  chiefly  concerned,  will 
provide  for  the  treatment  of  our  entire 
highways  system,  which  embraces  2,500 
miles  of  highways,  of  which  1,900  miles 
are  partially  constructed,  the  balance 
being  entirely  new. 

The  new  highways  construction  will 
be  mainly  north  of  Edmonton,  and 
when  completed  will  link  up  the  great 
North  country  with  the  Capital  city.  At 
the  present  time  there  is  no  communi- 
cation by  road  between  Edmonton  and 
the  Peace  River.  All  roads  will  be  prop- 
erly drained  and  brought  up  to  a  grade 
and  surfaced  with  gravel  when  this  is  to 
be  obtained  adjacent  to  the  highway. 
First  Year's  Program 

The  first  year's  program  provides  for 
the  treating  of  about  420  miles  of  par- 
tially constructed  roads.  111  miles  of 
which  will  be  gravelled.  The  sections  of 
road  to  be  treated  are: 

North  of  Edmonton  along  the  Atha- 
basca road. 

East  of  Edmonton  to  Lloydmlnster. 

Between  Edmonton  and  Calgary. 

Between  Edmonton  and  Wainwright. 

Between  Calgary  and  Banff. 

Between  Calgary  and  Alsask. 

From  Medicine  Hat  to  the  Crow's 
Nest  Pass. 

From  Macleod  to  Glacier  Park. 

Tenders  for  a  section  of  the  highway 
in  the  Crow's  Nest  territory  are  now 
being  called  for,  and  work  will  com- 
mence about  the  end  of  the  present 
month. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Government 
to  take  advantage  of  the  Federal  Aid 
Grant,  which  is  40  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
cost  of  construction,  based  on  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Province,  and  will  amount 
in  Alberta  to  almost  $1,500,000.  The 
Federal  Aid  scheme,  which  aimed  to  as- 
sist the  Provinces  in  the  Development  of 
their  main  highways,  was  passed  at  Ot- 
tawa in  1919.  The  act  enabled  the  Prov- 
inces to  take  advantage  of  the  40  per 
cent,  which  the  Dominion  Government 
was  prepared  to  contribute.  It  was 
stipulated,  however,  that  the  work  must 
be  completed  within  a  period  of  five 
years,  and  1924  was  the  last  year  in 
which,  according  to  the  original  act,  any 
Government  could  participate. 

As  several  of  the  Provinces  had  not 
been  able  to  take  advantage  of  their 
portion  of  the  grant,  it  was  agreed  by 


the  Ottawa  authorities  to  extend  the 
term  for  another  two  years.  This  ex- 
tension of  time  will  not  enable  Alberta 
to  take  entire  advantage  of  the  Federal 
Aid  scheme,  as  our  project  is  spread 
over  a  five-year  term  and  will  not  be 
completed  until  1929.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  no  difficulty  will  be  ex- 
perienced in  persuading  the  Federal 
authorities  to  grant  a  further  extension, 
as  many  of  the  main  highways  lead  to 
the  National  Parks,  will  be  much  used 
by  motorists,  and  will  thereby  bring  in- 
creased revenue  to  the  Dominion. 

 0-.  

Money  System  and 
Annual  Convention 

William  Wallace  Discusses  Various  As- 
pects of  Credit  Problem — The  Wage- 
Earner,  the  Farmer  and  the 
Wheat  Pool 


The  turning  down  of  "Bevington's 
Bank"  by  the  U.  F.  A.  Convention  was 
politically  just — ^for  two  reasons.  One 
is  that  there  can  be  no  balanced  out- 
come from  a  local  solution  of  the  Money 
Problem :  the  other,  that  the  "Man  in  the 
Street"  is  not  yet  ready  to  endorse  any 
solution,  his  economic  education  has 
barely  commenced. 

On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Bevington's 
main  contention  is  economically  right. 
No  real  and  pennanent  betterment  of 
the  farmers'  condition  can  result  from 
the  operation  of  the  Wheat  Pool  so  long 
as  the  present  money  system  persists. 
The  enhanced  purchasing  power  which 
the  farmer  expects  to  flow  therefrom 
can,  and  no  doubt  will,  be  re-absorbed  by 
the  industrial  operators  through  en- 
hancement of  the  prices  of  things  the 
farmer  has  to  buy. 

Exactly  this  is  what  has  happened  to 
the  wage-earner  in  the  past  when  he  has 
apparently  succeeded  in  obtaining  a 
higher  price  for  his  labor;  and  there  is 
no  apparent  reason  why  the  farmer 
should  escape  a  similar  fate.  There  is 
no  personal  implication  in  the  assertion 
that  the  price-policy  of  the  industrial 
operators  is  governed  inexorably  by  the 
demands  of  investment  for  the  highest 
possible  dividends. 

It  may  well  be  that  the  "Man  on  the 
Farm"  vnll  not  be  persuaded  to  apply 
his  mind  to  the  study  of  the  Money 
Problem  until  his  experience  of  the 
Wheat  Pool  shall  have  convinced  him  of 
the  superior  economic  strength  of  the 
Money  Power,  and  its  in^^erent  selfish- 
ness. It  may  be  that  even  then  the 
"Man  on  the  Farm"  will  fail  to  respond 
to  the  lessons  of  experience,  as  the  wage- 
earner  has  done  under  similar  circum- 
stances. And  that  will  be  the  fault  of 
his  educational  agencies  in  failing  to 
direct  his  mind  to  the  proper  objects. 

WM.  WALLACE. 

Campsie,  Alta. 
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Locals  in  All  Parts  of  Province  Continue 
Vigorous  Membership  Drives 

New  Life  Manifested  as  Contests  Proceed— Locals  Devise  a  Score  of  Ways  of  Bringing  Membership  Up  to 

Strength 


Reports  from  all  parts  of  the  Prov- 
ince indicate  that  by  a  score  of  different 
methods,  Locals  are  now  endeavoring  to 
bring  their  membership  up  to  strength 
and  in  some  cases  every  farmer  and 
farm  woman  in  the  district  covered  by 
a  Local  has  been  enrolled.  The  favorite 
plan  is  the  membership  contest,  in  which 
two  teams  under  chosen  leaders  under- 
take to  canvass  their  districts,  the  losing 
team  entertaining  the  winners  at  a  sup- 
per or  other  social  function. 

Glenwoodville  Drive 
Editorial  reference  was  made  in  our 
last  issue  to  the  drive  in  the  Glenwood- 
ville Local.  "The  canvass,"  says  the 
president,  Frank  Leavitt,  in  a  letter 
to  this  paper,  "has  shown  that  there  are 
two  kinds  of  questions  asked  by  farmers, 
'What  can  I  do  for  the  U.  F.  A.?'  and 
'What  has  the  U.  F.  A.  done  for  me?' 
The  farmers  who  ask  the  first  question 
are  those  who  read  the  U.  F.  A.  paper 
and  occasionally  attend  U.  F.  A.  Con- 
ventions and  their  Local  meetings,  and 
are  generally  informed  on  the  questions 
of  the  day.  The  other  question  comes 
from  the  farmer  who  hasn't  had  time,  or 
doesn't  take  time  to  inform  himself  on 
what  is  going  on  about  him;  if  he  reads 
at  all  it  is  generally  propaganda  in- 
tended to  destroy  if  possible  the  influ- 
ence of  the  men  who  could  and  would 
gladly  lead  him  into  the  light." 
$47,35  From  Box  Social 

When  the  reports  given  at  the  annual 
meeting  showed  the  members  of  this 
Local  that  the  treasury  was  low  and  that 
there  were  only  thirty-two  paid-up  mem- 
bers in  the  Local,  they  at  once  decided 
to  take  steps  to  bring  it  back  to  strength. 
A  box  social  was  held,  which  resulted  in 
$47.35  in  cash  and  a  revival  of  enthusi- 
asm. A  contest  drive  was  immediately 
arranged,  with  Frank  Leavitt  and  Mark 
Nordstrom  as  captains.  The  next  day 
sickness  appeared  in  the  home  of  the 
former,  and  all  public  gatherings  were 
stopped  by  quarantine.  In  spite  of  this 
handicap,  the  drive  went  on  vigorously, 
Allan  Leishman  acting  as  substitute 
captain,  and  at  the  end  fifty-two  mem- 
bers had  been  secured,  and  promises  of 
several  more.  Mr.  Leavitt's  team  won 
by  four  members.  The  supper  to  be 
given  by  the  losing  team  will  be  held 
when  the  quarantine  is  lifted. 

Unable,  on  account  of  the  quarantine, 
to  hold  a  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  delegates  to  the  Annual  Con- 
vention, some  of  the  members  met  in  the 
street  and  nominated  five,  from  which 
two  were  chosen  by  the  members  voting 
over  the  telephone. 

Bassano  Has  59  Members 

Bassano  Local  have  brought  up  their 
membership  by  means  of  a  membership 
contest,  and  now  have  59  members.  The 
secretary  believes  that  the  Local  made 
a  mistake  in  not  putting  on  such  a  con- 
test last  year. 

Lanfine  Reorganized 

Lanfine  Local,  near  Lanfine,  in  Acadia 
constituency,  has  been  reorganized,  with 


FROM  11  MEMBERS  TO  23 
Reporting  the  annual  meeting  of 
Graminia  Local,  the  secretary  writes: 
"Glad  to  report  wonderful  progress 
being  made  this  year.  Finished  1923 
with  11  members;  we  have  already  23 
for  this  year,  and  have  at  least  an- 
other eight  or  ten  in  prospect." 


thirteen  paid-up  members.  W.  H.  Mc- 
Gaffin  and  S.  J.  Caskey  are  president 
and  secretary  respectively. 

Takes  New  Lease  of  Life 

After  an  uphill  fight,  the  secretary  of 
Hutton  Local  writes  that  this  Local  has 
taken  a  new  lease  of  life.  The  annual 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  all  those 
who  were  asked  to  join  the  U.  F.  A.  said 
they  realized  what  the  organization  had 
done  for  them  and  agreed  to  become 
members.  Hutton  Local  sends  to  other 
Locals  the  hope  that  the  organization 
will  soon  get  back  to  its  old  place  as 
regards  membership. 

Hundred  Per  Cent.  Objective 

One  hundred  per  cent,  of  the  fanners 
in  the  district  in  the  organization,  is  the 
objective  set  by  the  Coaldale  Local  in 
the  drive  which  has  been  arranged. 

At  the  annual  meeting  the  retiring 
president,  D.  A.  McArthur,  reviewed  the 
work  accomplished  by  the  Local  in  the 
past  two  years.  It  had  been  largely  re- 
sponsible for  the  excellent  work  done  on 
local  roads  by  the  Department  of  Public 
Works;  it  had  made  a  good  showing  in 
the  contract  signing  campaign  for  the 
Wheat  Pool ;  and  now  it  was  undertaking, 
in  connection  with  other  Locals  in  the 
Lethbridge,  Crystal  Lake  and  Coaldale 
districts,  to  form  a  co-operative  selling 
agency  for  other  farm  products. 
Energetic  Drive  at  Fairacres 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  Fairacres 
Local,  at  which  all  the  old  officers  were 
re-elected,  it  was  decided  to  hold  a 
chicken  dinner  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting all  the  folks  together  and  begin  a 
drive  for  members  for  the  new  year. 

The  dinner  proved  a  great  success, 
and  during  the  evening  twenty-two 
members  paid  up  for  1924.  A  drive  for 
new  members  was  arranged,  which  it  is 
hoped  will  double  the  present  member- 
ship. Lorne  Proudfoot,  M.L.A.,  was 
present  and  gave  an  address  dealing 
mainly  with  the  economic  situation  of 
the  farmers.  Chas.  Harris  made  a 
stirring  appeal  for  everyone  to  join  up 
and  support  the  U.  F.  A.  in  their  work, 
and  show  the  farmer  members  of  both 
Federal  and  Provincial  Houses  that  the 
people  are  behind  the  good  work  they 
are  doing.  Some  time  previously.  Fair- 
acres  Local  also  enjoyed  a  visit  from 
Robert  Gardiner,  M.P.,  who  gave  an  ad- 
dress on  grain  marketing. 

Expect  1924  to  Be  Best  Year  Yet 

Morrin  Local  has  carried  on  a  mem- 
bership campaign  for  some  time,  and 
intend  to  keep  it  up  as  long  as  there  is 
any  hope  of  getting  another  member. 
At  present  they  have  about  65  members 


paid  up  for  1924,  with  good  prospects  to 
make  it  100  before  spring.  The  Local 
has  done  some  co-operative  trading  dur- 
ing the  past  year,  which  the  members 
feel  has  undoubtedly  had  a  good  deal  to 
do  with  the  increased  interest  shown. 

During  1923  they  handled  over  6,400 
bushels  of  seed  oats,  two  carloads  of 
hay,  and  one  car  load  of  lumber.  On  the 
hay  and  oats  they  saved  about  $700  as 
compared  with  the  prices  asked  by  pri- 
vate concerns.  On  the  lumber  also  a 
large  amount  was  saved  to  the  members 
who  bought  it.  Incidentally,  the  lumbei 
prices  at  the  local  yards  were  reduced 
shortly  afterwards. 

Morrin  Local  is  looking  forward  to  one 
of  the  best  years  the  U.  F.  A.  ever  had, 
as  people  are  constantly  showing  more 
interest. 

 0  

THE  SECOND  WEEK  IN  THE  AL- 
BERTA LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY 
(Continued  from  page  7) 
alarmed.  They  simply  took  a  few  pre- 
cautionary measures."  Then  came  the 
increase  in  the  active  forces  of  the  U. 
F.  A.  as  measured  by  the  paid-up  mem- 
bership, which  was  only  a  portion  of  the 
real  membership  (for  there  are  many  in 
reserve)  by  23  per  cent,  in  one  month. 
"If  we  could  only  contrive  to  keep  those 
battered  warriors  on  the  war  path,  our 
membership  would  soon  be  up  to  full 
strength." 

QUESTIONS  LIBERAL  LEADERS 

As  the  Liberals  were  apparently  so 
interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  U.F.A., 
Mr.  Proudfoot  thought  he  might  be  par- 
doned for  manifesting  some  interest  in 
the  Liberal  organization,  pointing  out 
that  according  to  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Liberal  party  who  attended  the 
nominating  convention  in  Medicine  Hat 
constituency  before  the  by-election,  there 
were  more  delegates  at  that  convention 
than  there  were  members  of  all  the 
Liberal  associations  in  Alberta  (and 
each  of  the  200  delegates  represented 
ten  members).  The  speaker  said  he  would 
like  to  know  "how  many  paid-up  mem- 
bers there  are  now  in  the  Liberal  organ- 
ization?" "What  is  the  membership  fee 
this  year?"  "If  they  have  any  other 
source  of  funds  for  election  purposes,  or 
otherwise,  than  the  membership  fee?" 
"When  a  Liberal  convention  is  likely  to 
be  called?"  "Upon  what  basis  will  re- 
presentation be  granted  at  this  conven- 
tion?" Mr.  Proudfoot  also  wished  to 
know  who  the  organizer  was,  whether 
there  were  any  part  tim.e  organizers,  and 
if  so  whom,  and  what  remuneration  did 
they  receive. 

Mr.  Mitchell  objected  to  Mr.  Proud- 
foot "laying  down  a  platform  for  the 
Liberal  party,"  but  did  not  answer  the 
questions. 

The  member  concluded,  "Of  course,  if 
it  is  a  secret  organization  we  have  no 
right  to  much  of  this  information, 
though  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it 
would  be  in  the  interest  of  the  Province 
as  a  whole  that  all  this  information 
should  be  public  knowledge." 
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Vice-President  Elected 

On  the  second  day  of  the  U.  F.  A.  Annual 
Convention,  Wednesday,  January  16th, 
following  the  Presidential  election,  H.  E. 
G.  H.  Scholefield  was  re-elected  Vice- 
president  on  the  first  count,  the  other 
nominees  whose  names  went  on  the  ballot 
being  George  Bevington  and  W.  J.  Jackman. 
Col.  Robinson  of  Munson,  "W.  R.  Ball  of 
Deer  Mound  and  J.  A.  Cameron  of  Carleton 
were  nominated  but  withdrew. 

During  the  afternoon  C.  S.  Stevens  of 
Pibroch  read  a  report  prepared  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  1923  Convention,  to 
investigate  the  feasibility  of  light  railways 
as  feeders  to  trunk  lines.  The  report  was 
carefully  prepared  and  showed  that  a  very 
thorough  inquiry  had  been  made  by  the 
committee.  Details  cannot,  however,  be 
given  in  this  issue.  A  hearty  vote  of 
thanks  was  extended  to  the  committee  by 
the  Convention. 

Andrew  McMaster  Speaks 

On  Wednesday  evening  Andrew  McMaster, 
M.P.  for  Brome,  delivered  a  very  Instructive 
and  eloquent  address  on  liational  problems. 
Discussing  the  prevailing  unrest,  he  stated 
that  one  reason  for  its  existence  was  that 
wages  in  industry  had  been  kept  down  In 
order  to  pay  dividends  on  watered  stock.  A 
very  hearty  vote  of  thanks  to  the  speaker 
was  carried.  Addresses  were  given  by 
Elmer  E.  Roper,  fraternal  delegate  for  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Labor,  Aid.  James 
East,  for  the  G.W.V.A.,  and  George  H. 
Latham,  for  the  Canadian  Labor  Party. 
Co-Operatlon  With  Labor 

On  Thursday  morning  the  Convention 
adopted  with  much  enthusiasm  a  resolution 
urging  that  steps  be  taken  to  co-operate 
with  Labor,  "in  view  of  the  coming  elec- 
tions, in  order  to  counteract  the  influence 
of  the  combining  of  the  two  old  parties, 
whose  purpose  is  to  defeat  the  U.F.A." 

"We  are  trying  to  accomplish  the  same 
ends,  fundamentally,  as  Labor,"  said  F. 
W.  Smith  of  Sedgewick,  "and  there  is  every 
reason  why  we  should  endeavor  to  work 
together." 

Another  resolution  instructed  the  elected 
representatives  of  the  U.F.A.  to  "preserve 
the  integrity  of  our  organization  as  a  group 
in  active  politics."  E.  J.  Garland,  M.P., 
asked  to  speak  on  this  resolution,  said  that 
at  Ottawa  "we  have  a  Local  of  the  U.F.A." 
The  Progressives  as  a  whole  had  an  elected 
executive.  When  the  whole  Progressive 
group  met.  Labor  and  Independent  members 
were  not  present,  but  when  Alberta  mem- 
bers met  alone,  the  Labor  and  Independent 
members  were  welcome. 

The  Convention  also  adopted  a  resolution 
setting  forth  that  "political  action  be  used 
mainly  toward  developing  and  perfecting 
our  industrial  co-operative  group  organiza- 
tions," and  further  requested  that,  in  order 
that  the  people  of  the  Province  might  vote 
intelligently  at  the  next  Provincial  election, 
two  representatives  be  chosen  from  each 
constituency  to  form  a  Provincial  board  to 
draft  a  platform  and  submit  to  Locals. 
Executive  For  1924 

The  following  nominations  for  the  Execu- 
tive were  made  and  balloted  on,  after  C. 
Jensen  of  Magrath,  R.  Mangles  of  Medicine 
Hat,  R.  A.  Van  Slyke  of  Red  Deer  and  P. 
Billwiller  of  Red  Deer,  A.  F.  Aitken  of 
Moyerton,  who  were  also  nominated,  had 
withdrawn:  C.  Axelson,  Bingville;  W.  R. 
Ball,  Deer  Mound;  C.  H.  Harris,  Oyen;  W. 
J.  Jackman,  Bremner;  S.  Lunn,  Pincher 
Creek;  H.  MacKenzie,  Sedgewick;  G.  E. 
Roose,  Camrose;  J.  P.  Watson,  Chinook; 
George  Bevington,  Winterburn;  A.  R. 
Brown,  Westlock;  H.  W.  Leonard,  Tudor;  H. 
C.  McDaniel,  Whitla;  S.  S.  Sears,  Nanton; 
Rice  Sheppard,  Strathcona. 

The  result  of  the  ballot,  announced  later  In 
the  day,  showed  that  George  Bevington  had 
been   elected  on  the  seventh  and  Stephen 
Lunn  and  S.  S.  Sears  on  the  twelfth  count. 
Western  Grain  Route 

A  resolution  supporting  the  Alberta  and 
Brttlshi    Columbia    Governments,    \n  their 
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fight  for  reduction  of  Western  freight  rates 
was  carried;  a  reduction  of  express  rates 
was  called  for  in  another  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Convention. 

A  resolution  expressing  the  opinion  that 
the  Senate  In  its  present  form  has  outlived 
its  usefulness,  was  adopted. 

Question  of  Secession 

A  resolution  proposing  that  the  Province 
of  Alberta  through  the  Government  and  the 
U.  F.  A.,  approach  the  other  Western  Prov- 
inces, "with  a  view  to  setting  up  a  British 
colony  independent  of  the  Eastern  Prov- 
inces," and  a  substitute  mbtion  which,  while 
not  calling  for  immediate  secession,  remind- 
ed the  Ottawa  Parliament  that  the  demand 
for  secession  might  be  made  if  "our  repeat- 
ed requests  for  relief  on  the  vital  questions 
of  greater  freedom  of  trade,  natural  re- 
sources, equalization  of  freight  rates,"  con- 
tinue to  be  ignored,  was  not  adopted,  but  it 
brought  out  a  most  Interesting  discussion 
on  this  subject,  and  revealed  the  existence 
of  intense  feeling  among  the  delegates.  In 
favor  of  an  aggressive  fight  for  West- 
ern rights.  Col.  Robinson  of  Munson,  a  South 
African  veteran  and  a  veteran  of  the  recent 
war,  was  the  mover  of  the  substitute  mo- 
tion, and  spoke  very  strongly  in  its  favor. 
Another  delegate  contended  that  Western 
Canada  should  have  the  same  right  that 
Ireland  has  to  appeal  to  the  League  of  Na- 
tions. 

R.  J.  Metcalfe  of  Vegrevllle,  a  returned 
soldier,  feared  that  secession  might  mean 
the  creation  of  another  "melting  pot"  In 
Canada,  similar  to  the  Balkans;  C.  S.  Ste- 
vens opposed,  as  did  C.  H.  Conner,  who 
said  that  for  57  years  he  had  always  lived 
as  near  the  frontier  as  possible,  and 
thought  before  very  many  years  the  West 
would  be  the  "big  end"  of  Canada. 

The  Convention  condemned  the  Senate  for 
its  rejection  of  the  C.  N.  R.  branch  lines 
bill;  requested  the  Dominion  Government  to 
re-write  existing  pre-emption  contracts,  ex- 
tending the  payments  over  a  longer  period 
and  reducing  interest  to  the  old  rate  of  5 
per'  cent.;  asked  Alberta  Federal  members 
to  use  their  Influence  to  secure  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pure  food  laws,  to  provide  that 
the  ingredients  In  oleomargarine  shall  be 
designated  on  each  package.  An  amend- 
ment to  the  Mineral  Rights  Tax  Act,  to  ex- 
clude from  its  operation  all  individual 
owners  of  both  surface  and  mineral  rights 
who  are  using  the  land  solely  for  farming 
or  grazing  purposes,  unless  it  has  been 
proved  by  test  that  the  land  contains  min- 
eral, was  asked. 

Demand  Repeal  Sales  Tax 

Repeal  of  the  Sales  Tax  was  demanded 
by  the  Convention  in  the  next  resolution. 

With  reference  to  Indian  reservation 
lands,  the  Convention  asked  the  Federal 
Government  to  rescind  an  order-in-council 
under  which  the  rate  of  interest  on  all  past 
due  payments  was  increased  to  7  per  cent. 
It  was  asked  that  railways  be  compelled  to 
place  flanger  signals  on  crossings  used  by 
farmers  the  year  round. 

At  the  opening  of  Thursday  evening's 
session  A.  H.  Tovell,  secretary  of  the  Hail 
Insurance  Board,  delivered  an  instructive 
address  on  the  work  of  that  body,  and  out- 
lined certain  amendments  which  had  been 
proposed.  "The  U.  F.  A."  will  endeavor  to 
deal  with  this  matter  more  fully  in  a  later 
issue. 

Returned  Soldiers'  Affairs 

On  Friday  morning  the  Convention  went 
on  record  as  favoring  the  continuance  of 
the  bonus  now  paid  to  veterans  who  suf- 


fered amputation  during  the  late  war,  and 
recommended  that  the  amount  owing  by 
soldier  settlers  to  the  Soldiers  Settlement 
Board  be  reduced  by  25  per  cent,  in  respect 
to  land,  65  per  cent,  in  respect  to  stock, 
and  10  per  cent,  in  respect  to  equipment; 
these  reductions  to  take  effect  on  stock 
bought  prior  to  the  end  of  1921,  and  on  land 
and  equipment  bought  before  the  end  of 
1922.  The  strongest  economy  in  the  admin- 
istration of  soldier  settlers'  affairs  was  re- 
commended. 

Provincial  Legislation 

Among  resolutions  adopted  on  Friday 
morning  were  the  following:  Asking  that 
the  law  be  amended  to  provide  that  where 
a  school  district  is  being  formed,  consisting 
of  both  town  or  village  and  country,  at 
least  one  trustee  be  elected  from  the  town 
or  village  and  one  from  the  country;  ask- 
ing that  all  school  lands  in  organized  dis- 
tricts be  subject  to  public  sale,  upon  appli- 
cation of  60  per  cent,  of  the  resident  tax- 
payers; asking  equalization  of  the  supple-, 
mentary  revenue  tax  now  borne  most  heav- 
ily by  rural  districts.  A  proposal  to  insti- 
tute a  poll  tax  was  rejected. 

United  Farmers  of  Canada 

A  discussion  took  place  on  a  resolution 
passed  last  year,  calling  for  the  creation  of 
an  organization  to  be  known  as  "The  United 
Farmers  of  Canada",  Mr.  Scholefield  stating 
that  the  secretary  had  communicated  with 
other  Provincial  organizations.  Mr.  Harris 
stated  that  he  had  attended  a  meeting  of 
an  informal  sort  in  Toronto  at  which  all 
Provincial  farmers'  organizations  were  re- 
presented, except  the  United  Farmers  of 
B.  C,  that  the  meeting  was  favorable  to 
the  formation  of  a  national  association  and 
to  the  holding  of  a  further  meeting.  The 
Convention  reaffirmed  the  position  taken 
upon  this  matter  last  year. 

Location  of  Central  Office 

Extracts  from  minutes  of  the  Board  and 
Executive  relative  to  the  proposal  to  move 
the  Central  Office  to  Edmonton  were  read. 
Included  was  a  report  from  Mr.  Scholefield, 
which  the  Executive  had  adopted,  adding 
its  opinion  that  it  is  not  practicable  to  move 
from  Calgary  at  the  present  time,  and 
pointing  out  that  as  the  seat  of  the  U.F.A. 
Government  is  in  Edmonton,  and  also  as 
the  headquarters  of  the  Wheat  Pool  are  in 
Calgary,  these  are  additional  reasons  for 
not  making  the  change.  The  report  was 
adopted  by  the  Convention  unanimously. 

C.  C.  A.  Declaration 

J.  W.  Ward,  secretary  of  the  Canadian 
Council  of  Agriculture,  read  the  Declaration 
of  Principles  of  the  Canadian  Council  of 
Agriculture.  The  report  was  received,  and 
the  thanks  of  the  Convention  tendered  to 
Mr.  Ward,  but  the  Convention  did  not  see 
fit  to  endorse  the  Declaration.  It  was  re- 
ferred to  a  body  representative  of  the  Con- 
stituency Associations. 

U.  F.  A.  Principles 

In  this  connection,  the  following  resolu- 
tion, adopted  by  the  body  referred  to,  was' 
read  to  the  Convention. 

"Whereas,  some  confusion  or  doubt  has 
arisen  from  time  to  time  concerning  the 
fundamental  political  basis  upon  which 
Federal  representatives  were  elected  and 
their  responsibility  to  their  various  associa- 
tions, and, 

"Whereas,  it  is  highly  important  that  this 
responsibility  should  oe  defined; 

"Therefore  be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the 
delegates  representing  the  following  con- 
stituencies assembled  in  meeting  are  in 
accord  in  the  following  statement  of  prin- 
ciple: 

"That  our  representatives  were  primarilj- 
elected  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  about  a 
truer  and  more  democratic  representation 
of  the  people  on  the  economic  group  plan, 
as  a  substitute  for  the  old  party  system 
which  we  are  convinced  is  false,  and  that 
any  support  of  or  amalgamation  with  any 
political   organization  calculated   to  be  a 
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departure  from  the  ideals  and  principles 
upon  which  each  representative  was  elected 
should  be  considered  a  breach  of  faith  un- 
less authorized  by  the  decision  of  his  re- 
spective association  in  convention  assembled. 

"And  be  it  further  stated,  that  no  declar- 
ation of  principles  other  than  those  ema- 
nating from  the  U.  F.  A.  organization  and 
endorsed  by  a  majority  vote  should  be 
recognized. 

"Victoria,  L.  Hutcheson;  Battle  River, 
A.  F.  Aitken;  Medicine  Hat,  Mrs.  Fraser; 
East  Edmonton,  C.  Burnell;  Strathcona,  Mrs. 
Ross;  Red  Deer,  R.  A.  Van  Slyke;  East  Cal- 
gary, S.  J.  Ewing;  West  Calgary,  A.  Moore; 
Bow  River,  J.  C.  Buckley." 

Want    Credit    Inquiry  Continued 

During  the  afternoon  session  resolutions 
were  carried  urging  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment to  employ  as  many  disabled  soldiers 
as  possible  on  the  staff  of  the  Liquor  Com- 
mission; urging  all  possible  encouragement 
and  assistance  to  the  present  rural  credit 
societies;  asking  that  the  Inquiry  into  the 
financial  and  credit  system  at  Ottawa  be 
continued;  endorsing  a  proposal  for  the  co- 
operative marketing  of  perishable  farm 
products  through  a  central  agency;  uvging 
the  formation  of  local  Wheat  Pool  iissocla- 
tions  at  every  shipping  point;  urging  that 
all  existing  livestock  shipping  associations 
draft  a  uniform  contract  to  be  used  through- 
out the  Province,  and  urging  that  U.  F.  A. 
Locals  not  now  organized  for  co-operative 
marketing  use  their  influence  to  this  end. 
Long  Term  Credits 

A  detailed  resolution,  calling  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  long  term  rural  credit  socie- 
ties in  accordance  with  a  delinite  plan  was 
adopted.  The  resolution  was  sent  in  by  the 
Strathcona  Federal  Constituency  As.socia- 
tion,  and  printed  in  full  in  the  program.  It 
was  proposed  that  members  contribute  5 
per  cent,  of  their  loans  to  a  guarantee  fund; 
that  liability  be  limited  to  10  per  cent,  of 
the  amount  a  member  owes;  that  the  rate 
of  interest  be  per  cent,  on  two  or  three 
year  terms,  6  per  cent,  on  five  or  ten  year 
terms;  or  that  the  amortization  plan  be 
adopted. 

The  Convention  rejected  a  resolution  ask- 
ing the  Alberta  Government  to  obtain  legis- 
lation to  enable  them  to  give  financial  as- 
sistance towards  the  purchase  of  grain 
handling  facilities.  A  resolution  urging  the 
desirability  of  a  North  American  Wheat 
Pool  was  Eeferred  to  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  Trustees. 

Oppose  Personal  Covenant 

The  Convention  opposed  the  reinstate- 
ment of  the  personal  covenant  in  mort- 
gages; asked  that. the  right  to  demand  the 
signing  of  a  lease  on  property  on  which 
there  are  arrears  unpaid  be  repealed;  ex- 
pressed Its  belief  in  the  fairness  of  the  Tax 
Recovery  Act;  expressed  the  belief  that 
taxes  should  be  a  first  charge  on  lands;  and 
instructed  elected  representatives  to  use 
every  effort  to  prevent  further  concessions 
to  the  money  power. 

It  was  asked  that  where  a  property  own- 
era'  indebtedness  exceeds  the  value  of  his 
holdings,  the  indebtedness  be  reduced  to  the 
actual  present  value  of  the  property. 

A  resolution  asking  legislation  to  provide 
for  the  recall  was  lost.  The  Convention 
also  defeated  a  resolution  asking  that  the 
administration  of  the  labor  bureaux  be  re- 
moved from  the  Department  of  Labor  and 
placed  under  an  independent  commission. 

Resolutions  from  the  U.  F.  W.  A.  Conven- 
tion were  carried  after  discussion,  with  two 
exceptions.  These  asked  that  a  knowledge 
of  English  should  be  necessary  as  a  quali- 
fication for  office  as  school  trustee  or  muni- 
cipal councillor.  It  was  stated  that  in  some 
districts  such  a  proviso  could  not  be  ob- 
served at  present  without  serious  inconven- 
ience. Other  resolutions  will  be  dealt  with 
in  the  report  of  the  U.  F.  W.  A.  Convention. 
Liquor  Legislation 

The  Convention  rejected  a  resolution  ask- 
ing that  the  Government  pass  a  law  as 
nearly  as  possible  conforming  to  the  terms 
asked  for  by  the  Moderation  League. 

A  resolution  recommending  that  the  Ex- 
ecutive make  arrangements  to  do  without 
the  U.  G.  G.  grant  as  soon  as  possible  was 
rejected. 

The  Convention  rejected  a  resolution  ask- 
ing that  the  number  of  seats  In  the  Provin- 


cial Legislature  be  reduced  to  32,  and  also 
a  substitute  motion  by  Carl  Axelson  urging 
the  substitution  of  industrial  for  geographi- 
cal constituencies  prior  to  the  next  election. 
Mr.  Axelson  stated  that  his  resolution  was 
introduced  for  educational  purposes  and 
that  he  did  not  expect  to  see  it  adopted 
at  this  time. 

Various  Resolutions 

The  following  were  carried:  Resolution 
asking  the  Government  to  relieve  muHici- 
palities  of  a  portion  of  the  burden  of  paying 
50  per  cent,  of  cost  of  allowances  to  wid- 
owed mothers,  where  these  municipalities 
are  small  in  tax  paying  capacity;  asking  a 
plan  of  fire  insurance  similar  to  the  Hail 
Insurance  Commission  plan,  to  be  adminis- 
tered if  feasible  by  the  Hail  Insurance 
Board;  reaffirming  the  Association's  stand 
for  proportional  representation;  asking  that 
writs  for  by-eiections  be  Issued  within  30 
days  of  a  vacancy  occurring;  urging  that 
Local  membership  drives  be  continued;  de- 
manding that  authority  be  given  for  the 
continuation  of  the  C.  N.  R.  branch  lines 
program;  urging  that  all  natural  resources 
be  developed  and  operated  in  the  Interests 
of  the  people  and  not  for  private  gain; 
urging  the  revaluation  of  railroads  acquired 
by  the  Government;  expressing  thanks  to 
all  those  who  helped  to  make  the  Conven- 
tion a  success,  to  the  citizens  of  Edmonton, 
the  chairman,  the  G.  W.  V.  A.,  the  press, 
and  the  entertainers. 

The  Convention  then  closed  with  the 
singing  of  "God  Save  the  King." 

 0  

U.F.A.  the  Liveliest  of 
Corpses,  Says  Labor 
Delegate 

Roper  Advises  Alberta  Farmers  to  "Hold 
Fast  That  Which  Is  Good/' 


"The  liveliest,  happiest  looking  corpse 
that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life,"  was  Elmer 
Roper's  description  of  the  U.  F.  A.  as 
represented  at  the  Annual  Convention  in 
Edmonton. 

Mr.  Roper,  the  fraternal  delegate  of  the 
Alberta  Federation  of  Labor,  was  one  of  the 
speakers  at  Wednesday  evening's  session, 
and  he  delivered  an  address  which  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Convention  with  marked  en- 
thusiasm. Mr.  Roper  dealt  in  an  effective 
manner  with  the  efforts  which  are  being 
made  by  interests  opposed  both  to  the  farm- 
ers and  to  city  labor,  to  create  dissension 
between  them.  "The  people  who  are  try- 
ing to  make  labor  believe  that  the  farmers 
are  opposed  to  them,  and  the  farmers  that 
labor  is  opposed  to  them,"  said  he,  "are 
not  the  people  who  have  either  of  our  Inter- 
ests at  heart. 

"You  have  got  in  the  U.  F.  A.  the  best 
thing  on  the  top  of  the  earth  for  the  farm- 
ers," he  went  on.  "When  your  enemies 
want  to  disrupt  your  movement  they  do  not 
attack  the  farmers  as  a  body  or  as  a  class, 
they  turn  upon  the  men  who  are  your  own 
chosen  leaders.  If  you  are  turned  away  by 
such  attacks,  you  are  assisting  to  destroy 
your  own  movement.  Tours  Is  the  only 
farmers'  organization  that  has  stood  the 
test  of  adversity.  Hold  fast  that  which  is 
good." 

Mr.  Roper  submitted  figures  showing  that 
the  payments  for  interest  during  the  year 
in  Alberta  would  total  $3,500,000,  and  wages 
payments  $1,750,000.  "Let  someone  suggest 
a  reduction  In  the  Interest  rates,  and  he 
becomes  a  Bolshevik  immediately,"  said  the 
speaker.  Mr.  Roper  showed  that  the  aver- 
age labor  cost  in  a  pair  of  shoes  was  69 
cents.  "I  buy  shoes,"  said  he,  "but .  don't 
think  that  because  the  shoemaker  may  be 
getting  more  than  he  would  have  done  if  he 
had  not  been  organized,  I  should  organize 
against  him." 

Aid.  James  East,  delegate  of  the  G.  W. 
V.  A.,  said  he  had  predicted  two  years  ago 
that  the  Soldiers'  Settlement  Scheme  was 
doomed  to  failure.  He  was  not  believed 
then,  but  he  was  believed  now.  Mr.  East 
discussed  the  problem  of  soldier  settlers 
briefly,  and  touched  upon  the  financial 
question. 


George  Latham,  delegate  of  the  Canadian 
Labor  Party,  said  that  there  were  no  two 
organizations  in  Canada  whose  ideals  were 
so  nearly  similar  to  the  organization  he  re- 
presented as  were  those  of  the  U.F.A.  Mr. 
Latham  discussed  the  propaganda  of  the 
party  press,  designed,  he  said,  to 
disrupt  both  organizations,  and  re- 
marked that  the  Edmonton  papers 
had  allowed  Mr.  Irvine's  address  on 
organization,  which  was  one  of  the  most 
notable  events  of  the  Convention  week,  to 
go  entirely  unreported,  while  half  of  the 
front  page  of  one  of  them  was  devoted  to 
showing  why  the  wife  of  the  Belgian  am- 
bassador to  the  United  States  would  not 
take  the  arm  of  the  German  ambassador. 
Mr.  Latham  said  he  was  satisfied  that  the 
farmers  would  not  allow  the  "dastardly  at- 
tempt of  the  press  to  inoculate  the  farmers 
with  distrust  of  their  own  movement,"  to 
succeed. 

 0  

CALGARY   HERALD    AND   C.    P.  R. 
CONTRACT  HOLDERS 

Editor,  "The  U.  F.  A." 

In  the  Calgary  Herald  of  January  12th, 
Mr.  N.  O.  Gilbert,  of  the  firm  of  Gilbert 
Bros.  Ltd.,  launched  a  fierce  attack  on  W. 
D.  Trego,  secretary,  and  Glen  L.  Carpender 
as  president  of  the  C.  P.  R.  Contract  Hold- 
ers' Immigration  Association  because  I 
stated  in  a  letter  which  was  published  in 
the  Morning  Albertan  of  December  19th, 
that  I  proposed  to  publish  the  truth  about 
the  C.  P.  R.'s  method  of  securing  settlers 
and  in  that  manner  stop  them  from  securing 
more  settlers  until  such  time  as  they  re- 
lieved their  present  settlers  of  enough  of 
the  burden  of  debt  to  enable  them  to  remain 
upon  the  lands  and  pay  for  them  in  time. 
Main  Interest  Real  Estate 

I  immediately  prepared  an  answer  to  the 
article,  in  which  I  pointed  out  first  that  Mr. 
Gilbert  was  more  Interested  in  the  real 
estate  business  than  he  was  in  farming. 

I  further  pointed  out  that  our  organiza- 
tion was  not  trying  to  get  settlers  to  leave 
the  C.  P.  R.  lands,  as  Mr.  Gilbert  suggested, 
but  that  we  were  trying  to  get  conditions 
adjusted  so  that  they  could  stay  on  the 
land  and  invite  their  friends  to  come  and 
live  on  some  of  the  abandoned  farms  near 
them. 

The  Herald  refused  to  print  my  article  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Gilbert,  although  they  gave  him 
-nearly  three  columns  of  space  in  trying  to 
discredit  me.  They  said  In  defence  of  their 
position:  "We  have  published  a  number 
of  articles  about  your  association  and  Mr. 
Gilbert  published  his  criticism  and  we  will 
likely  publish  the  C.  P.  R.'s  side  of  the 
controversy  and  then  likely  jnake  some  com- 
ment on  it  and  that  will  settle  the  matter 
so  far  as  we  are  concerned." 

That  may  be  the  Herald's  idea  of  British 
fair  play. 

In  a  Previous  Dispute  Also 

I  was  connected  with  a  previous  dispute 
with  the  C.  P.  R.  which  lasted  about  five 
years  and  during  all  that  time  the  Herald 
assumed  the  same  attitude  that  they  have 
in  this  matter. 

Anything  which  could  be  published  to  dis- 
credit the  position  of  the  farmers  could  get 
an  abundance  of  space,  but  any  article 
which  we  offered  for  publication  which  in 
any  way  discredited  the  C.  P.  R.  got  the 
"blue  pencil". 

The  Morning  Albertan  agreed  to 
publish  the  reply  which  we  prepared  for 
the  Herald,  and  those  who  are  able  to  read 
both  articles  will  be  able  to  judge  for  them- 
selves whether  or  not  my  position  was 
justifiable. 

Tours  truly, 

W.  D.  TREGO. 
3830  7A  St.  West,  Calgary. 

 0  

RAISE  FUNDS  FOR  DELEGATE 
To  raise  funds  to  pay  a  delegate's  expen- 
ses to  the  Annual  Convention,  Basin  Lake 
Local  arranged  a  basket  social,  turkey 
raffle,  and  dance,  which  yielded  a  profit 
of  over  $70 — enough  to  pay  the  delegate's 
expenses  and  add  a  substantial  sum  to  the 
treasury  as  well.  This  Is  felt  to  be  a  not- 
able achievement  for  a  young  Local  with 
only  nine  paid-up  members. 
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BROWNLEE    CONDEMNS  PROPAGANDA 

BY  MORTGAGE  COMPANIES  AGAINST 
GOVERNMENT 
(Continued  from  page  1) 
tection  for  farmers  ■  through  the  Board  of 
Grain  Commissioners  and  the  Grain  Inquiry 
Board,  counsel  being  continuously    in  at- 
tendance at  the  latter.    ,  , 

A  full  mead  of  praise  was  given  to  all 
who  had  assisted  in  launching  the  Wheat 
Pool,  including  Mr.  Sapiro.  The  funda- 
mental reason  for  the  Pool's  establishment, 
however,  was  that  for  several  years  Alberta 
farmers  through  their  Locals  and  elsewhere 
had  concentrated  on  the  problem  of  co- 
operative marketing,  and  were  therefore  re- 
sponsive when  the  time  came.  Mr.  Sapiro 
had  also  spoken  in  Saskatchewan,  but  there 
was  no  Pool  there. 

"If  there  is  an  attempt  to  drag  the  Wheat 
Pool  into  politics  it  will  not  be  made  by  the 
members  of  this  Government,"  declared  Mr. 
Brownlee. 

Drought  Relief  Legislation 

Increased  knowledge  gained  since  the 
Southern  Alberta  Drought  Relief  Act  came 
into  operation  had  convinced  the  Minister 
that  exactly  the  same  course  should  be 
adopted  again  if  the  necessity  ever  arose. 
Mr.  Fream  had  handled  6,027  cases  prior  to 
June,  acting  as  official  trustee  in  1,400  cases 
and  disbursing  $100,000  to  creditors,  while 
an  additional  1,500  cases  had  been  dealt 
with  since  then  under  the  Debt  Adjustment 
Act,  in  200  of  which  trusteeship  was  neces- 
sary, bringing  the  amount  disbursed  to 
$300,000.  But  for  this  legislation  200  farm- 
ers would  today  be  out  of  business. 

The  Government  were  considering  a 
scientific  effort  to  collect  seed  grain  relief, 
arrears  of  taxes,  and  so  forth,  through  this 
agency,  to  ensure  the  retention  of  farms  In 
the  hands  of  bona  fide  farmers. 

Mr.  Brownlee  stated  that  although  there 
had  been  much  cutting  down  in  cost  of 
Government  administration,  still  further  re- 
ductions would  have  to  be  made. 

The  Railway  Problem 

Discussing  the  railway  problem,  Mr. 
Brownlee  said  that  the  capital  debt  of  the 
A.  &  G.  W.  railway  was  $12,484,153,  that  the 
loss  in  operation  last  year  was  $639,735.  The 
E.  D.  &  B.  C.  railway  had  a  capital  debt  of 
$13,389,147  and  an  annual  corporate  loss  of 
$534,817.  In  this  case  the  C.  P.  R.  would 
stand  the  operation  loss  for  the  year.  The 
capital  debt  of  the  Central  Canada  line  was 
$2,334,000,  and  the  loss  for  the  year  $164,360; 
the  capital  debt  of  the  Lacombe  North- 
western line  was  $1,706,686,  with  an  annual 
corporate  loss  of  $91,342.  The  total  capital 
debt  on  the  four  railways  was  thus  $30,320,- 
320,  and  the  annual  loss  on  these  lines  to 
the  Province  $1,430,254,  pyramiding  from 
year  to  year.  The  loss  could  only  be  made 
up  by  borrowing  on  capital  account. 

There  was  a  possibility,  but  only  a  possi- 
bility, of  the  C.  P.  R.  and  C.  N.  R.  taking 
over  and  operating  some  of  these  lines,  but 
the  problem,  one  of  the  most  serious  with 
which  the  Legislature  and  the  Government 
was  confronted,  remained  to  be  solved. 

The  Minister  was  loudly  applauded  when 
he  charged  that  harmful  propaganda,  ema- 
nating from  the  Mortgage  Companies,  as- 
serting that  this  Government  by  its  legis- 
lation was  driving  capital  out  of  the  country, 
had  been  circulated.  Mr.  Brownlee  gave  a 
definite  instance  of  this,  quoting  from  a 
memorandum  presented  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Mortgage  Loan  Association,  and  showing 
that  almost  all  the  legislation  referred  to 
was  passed  by  the  previous  Government. 
The  present  Government,  he  said,  had  no- 
thing to  do  with  legislation  affecting  the 
personal  covenant;  legislation  concerning 
noxious  weeds  had  been  changed  at  the 
request  of  the  Mortgage  Loans  Association, 
while  the  repeated  assertions  that  the 
courts  had  set  aside  this  Government's 
legislation  concerning  the  hospital  tax  was 
not  true,  the  legislation  set  aside  having 
been  enacted  m  1920.  The  Wild  Lands  Tax 
had  been  Improved  at  the  request  of  the 
Mortgage  Loans  Association  and  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company.  Hail  insurance  would 
be  under  review  at  this  session.  Mr.  Brown- 
lee considered  that  the  Government  had  a 
prior  right  in  regard  to  taxes.  The  facts 
were  that  the  Mortgage  Companies  had 
been  favored  by  such  legl.slation  as  the 
attornment  clause. 


Similar  Legislation   in   B.  C. 

The  Tax  Recovery  Act  was  perhaps  the 
only  item  in  respect  to  which  any  criticism 
was  justified.  The  statement  that  thou- 
sands of  acres  had  passed  out  of  the 
farmers'  hands,  and  that  the  mortgage 
companies  stood  to  lose  heavily,  was  exag- 
gerated, and  he  had  yet  to  learn  of  a  single 
case  in  which  a  mortgage  company  had 
suffered  on  account  of  the  act.  British 
Columbia  had  similar  legislation  to  ours. 

Captain  Pearson  suggested  that  com- 
plaints were  made  by  individuals  rather 
than  by  large  concerns. 

Mr.  Brownlee:  "That  may  be  so,  but  yet 
I  have  to  learn  of  a  single  case." 

An  opposition  member  rose  to  say  that  he 
could  cite  a  couple  of  cases.  When  these 
had  been  detailed  R.  G.  Reid  stated  that 
they  had  reference  to  an  act  prior  to  the 
present  act. 

Mr.  Brownlee  said  that  since  he  took  of- 
fice in  1921  he  had  never  addressed  a  meet- 
ing at  which  he  had  not  clearly  enunciated 
his  stand  in  regard  to  the  Liquor  Act.  The 
prohibition  forces  for  the  most  part  had 
shown  a  tendency  to  sit  back  on  their  oars, 
and  leave  all  responsibility  to  the  Govern- 
ment. He  was  sorry  that  for  the  first  time, 
the  lady  member  for  Edmonton  (Mrs.  Mc- 
Clung)  had  Introduced  bitterness  into  the 
debates  in  the  Assembly.  The  opposition 
lady's  statement  that  the  leaders  on  her 
side  of  the  Assembly  had  not  been  elected 
on  a  prohibition  platform  had  been  applaud- 
ed by  her  fellow  members.  That  applause 
showed  the  most  partizan  abandonment  of 
morality  as  such,  arid  the  advertisement  of 
the  idea  that  responsibility  was  entirely 
dependent  upon  the  policy  of  the  party  to 
which  he  or  she  belongs.  It  showed  also  a 
lapse  of  memory  of  the  political  history  of 
their  own  party. 

The  Liberal  Platform 

Mr.  Brownlee  then  quoted  from  the  Ed- 
monton Bulletin  of  January  18th,  1919,  show- 
ing that  at  the  Liberal  convention  which 
had  just  been  held,  a  resolution  favoring 
"bone  dry"  prohibition  was  passed.  Dr. 
Egbert,  president  of  the  Alberta  Liberal 
Association,  the  present  leader  of  the  oppo- 
sition and  the  member  for  Bow  Valley  were 
present,  as  well  as  the  present  Speaker  of 
the  Assembly,  who  could  confirm  this  state- 
ment. 

Upon  Mr.  Boyle  protesting  that  there  had 
been  no  Provincial  Liberal  convention  since 
1905,  and  that  the  convention  referred  to 
dealt  only  with  Dominion  matters,  the  At- 
torney-General replied  that  other  matters 
concerning  Provincial  policy  had  been  dealt 
with  at  the  convention.  The  press  had  led 
the  public  to  believe  that  prohibition  was 
also  the  Provincial  policy  of  the  Liberal 
party.  Political  platforms  had  been  re- 
ferred to  as  "charts."  The  Liberals  had 
apparently  lost  their  chart. 

Aid.  White 

An  eloquent  plea  for  the  increase  of  com- 
pensation under  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act  was  made  by  Aid.  F.  J.  White, 
Labor  (Calgary),  who  was  hopeful  that  the 
Government  would  amend  the  act  in  such  a 
way  as  to  give  greater  protection  to  work- 
men, and  also  extend  its  provisions  to 
farmers.  He  urged  the  increase  of  compen- 
sation in  specified  cases  to  66  2-3  per  cent., 
instead  of  the  present  50  per  cent,  of  earn- 
ing power,  and  cited  a  number  of  instances 
of  hardship,  suffered  especially  by  women 
who  had  to  enter  the  industrial  field  to 
augment  the  meagre  income  received  by  in- 
jured men  under  the  act. 

Aid.  White  showed  that  the  cost  to  the 
manufacturers  was  less  in  Alberta  than  In 
any  other  Province.  In  1922  the  cost  in  this 
Province  was  89  cents  for  $100;  in  British 
Columbia  $1.17;  in  Manitoba  $1.35;  in  Nova 
Scotia  $2.C6.  Under  the  schedule  referring 
to  miners,  for  which  the  cost  was  $1.50  in 
the  period  frpm  1919  to  1921,  and  $2.25  in 
1922,  was  included,  in  addition  to  protection 
for  worlters,  mine  protection  and  mine  res- 
cue work.  Each  year  there  was  approxi- 
mately 7,000  accidents  to  workers,  of  whom 
only  3,000  received  medical  attention  and 
compensation  under  the  act. 

Spray  Lakes  Project 

Expressing  satisfactjon  that  the  Premier 
had  denied  the  report  that  the  Government 
were  regotiating  with  the  Calgary  Water 
Power  Company  for  the  private  development 


of  Spray  Lakes,  Aid.  White  said  he  stood 
without  qualification  for  the  Provincial 
ownership  and  control  of  the  hydro-electric 
project.  The  cost  of  the  dam  would  not 
in  his  opinion  exceed  $400,000.  Before  taking 
any  action  the  Government  should  consult 
the  Legislature.  Aid.  White  claimed  that 
in  spite  of  any  legal  guarantee  which  might 
be  given,  experience  had  shown  that  cor- 
porations which  had  obtained  franchises  for 
the  operation  of  semi-public  utilities  had 
increased  their  tariffs  when  opportunity 
offered. 

S.  Brown 

S.  Brown,  U.  F.  A.  (High  River),  referred 
to  the  great  amount  of  work  done  on  the 
farms  by  the  women  of  the  Province,  in  the 
production  of  poultry,  dairy  and  vegetable 
products.  It  was  due  to  their  efforts  that 
fully  90  per  cent,  of  the  farmers  of  Alberta 
were  able  to  carry  on  today.  There  was 
something  very  much  the  matter  with  the 
business  of  agriculture  when  the  whole 
family  had  to  work  in  production. 

Mr.  Brown  commended  the  principle  of 
co-operative  marketing  of  farm  products, 
and  protested  against  the  increased  cost 
of  agricultural  machinery,  especially  repairs, 
which,  he  said,  could  cost  no  more  than  they 
do  if  they  were  made  of  pure  gold.  He  be- 
lieved that  much  might  be  accomplished  by 
round  table  conferences  with  the  implement 
men,  and  also  that  similar  conferences  with 
the  mortgage  companies  would  be  of  bene- 
fit. He  condemned  the  tariff,  which  added 
largely  to  the  cost  of  the  tools  of  production. 

P.  M.  Christophers,  Labop  (Rocky  Moun- 
tain), adjourned  the  debate. 

 o  

Review  of  Progress 
in  Go-operative 
Marketing  . 

U.  F.  A.  Marketing  Committee  of  1923 
Discusses  History  of  Past  Year  and 
Plans  for  the  Future 


The  report  of  the  Marketing  Com- 
mittee of  the  U.  F.  A.  for  1923,  pre- 
sented at  the  Annual  Convention  in 
January,  is  given  below. 


After  the  last  Annual  Convention  the  Cen- 
tral Board  appointed  a  Marketing  Commit- 
tee, with  sub-committees  on  Grain  Market- 
ing, Meat  and  Livestock  Marketing,  and 
Co-operative  Marketing. 

The  wisdom  of  this  has  been  abundantly 
evidenced  during  the  year,  as,  although  lack 
of  funds  prevented  the  fullest  use  being 
made  of  the  organization,  it  has  provided 
a  medium  through  which  prompt  action 
could  be  secured  as  the  need  arose,  notably 
in  the  case  of  the  inauguration  of  the  Al- 
berta Wheat  Pool. 

The  last  Convention  adopted  a  resolution 
requesting  the  Board  to  present  to  the 
Locals  for  consideration  some  co-operative 
plan  for  the  marketing  of  all  farm  produce. 

Whilst  the  Board  has  not  officially  ad- 
vanced such  a  plan,  articles  on  the  subject 
were  published  in  "The  U.  F.  A."  of  June 
15th  and  30th,  by  Mr.  Jackman,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Marketing  Committee,  and  Mr. 
Lunn,  the  chairman  of  the  Co-operative  sec- 
tion, in  which  the  outlines  of  a  system  and 
some  of  the  details  were  dealt  with,  in  the 
hope  of  promoting  a  discussion  of  this  im- 
portant question. 

Almost  immediately  following  that,  the 
organization  of  a  Wheat  Pool  was  entered 
upon,  and  the  attention  of  the  members  of 
the  committees  had  to  be  concentrated  upon 
this. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  last  Con- 
vention adopted  a  resolution  caUing  upon 
the  Government  to  inaugurate  a  Wheat 
Board  with  compulsory  powers.  This  was 
urged  upon  the  Government  by  the  Central 
Board,  and  hopes  were  entertained  that  the 
efforts  made  would  result  in  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Wheat  Board  somewhat  upon  the 
lines  of  the  former  Canadian  Wheat  Board. 

At  the  end  of  June,  however,  the  efforts 
of  the  Premiers  of  Alberta  and  Saskatche- 
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wan  in  this  direction  were  found  to  have 
failed,  and  on  July  3rd  the  U.  F.  A.  Central 
Board  was  called  together. 

The  Board  appointed  a  Wheat  Pool  Com- 
mittee, consisting  of  Messrs.  Jackman, 
Lunn  and  Brown,  and  instructed  It  to  pro- 
ceed immediately  with  the  organization  of 
a  Voluntary  Contract  Pool,  to  be  put  into 
operation  at  the  earliest  date  practicable. 

This  committee  at  once  got  to  work  on 
its  formidable  task.  Recognizing  that  there 
should  be  co-operation  between  the  three 
Western  Provinces,  and  uniformity  of  con- 
tracts and  organization,  a  conference  was 
held  at  Regina,  at  which  an  Interprovincial 
Committee  was  appointed  to  secure  these 
and  co-ordinate  the  efforts  of  the  different 
farmers'  associations. 

In  the  meantime,  at  one  or  two  points  In 
the  Province  of  Alberta,  local  attempts 
were  being  made  to  form  small  pools  for  the 
marketing  of  the  1923  wheat  crop. 

A  form  of  contract  to  be  used  was  draft- 
ed, and  a  plan  of  organization  was  formu- 
lated by  the  U.  F.  A.  committee. 

During  the  first  week  of  August  Mr. 
Aaron  Sapiro,  the  American  Co-operative 
Marketing  expert,  visited  the  Province,  and 
addressed  four  meetings.  This  materially 
assisted  In  advertising  the  plan  and  secur- 
ing membership. 

On  August  7th,  following  a  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Sapiro,  a  committee  was  f6rmed,  on 
which  other  business  interests  were  repre- 
sented, to  assist  in  the  inauguration  of  the 
Alberta  Wheat  Pool,  and  on  August  18th 
an  association  was  incorporated  to  put  it 
into  operation. 

A  drive  for  membership  was  conducted 
from  August  20th  to  September  5th,  with  an 
objective  of  fifty  per  cent,  of  the  wheat 
acreage  of  the  Province  of  the  year  1922. 
Failing  by  a  small  margin  to  secure  this 
objective,  the  association  was  required  by 
its  contract  with  the  members  to  permit 
withdrawals  during  the  period  from  Septem- 
ber 8th  to  September  22nd,  which  necessar- 
ily delayed  the  commencement  of  operations 
for  more  than  two  weeks;  but  the  Pool  was 
finally  put  into  active  business  on  October 
20th,  three  and  a  half  months  after  the  ap- 
pointment of  the  Wheat  Pool  Committee  by 
the  U.  F.  A.  Board. 

In  view  of  the  enormous  difficulties  which 
had  to  be  faced,  this  must  be  looked  upon 
as  a  most  satisfactory  achievement. 
Greatest  Step  Forward 

The  establishment  of  the  Alberta  Wheat 
Pool  is  the  greatest  step  forward  which  has 
yet  been  taken  in  the  Province  of  Alberta, 
In  the  way  of  improvement  of  our  market- 
ing. Upon  its  success  depends  the  future 
of  co-operative  marketing  and  your  com- 
mittee would  recommend  that  it  receive  the 
sympathetic  and  active  suport  of  all  U.F.A. 
members,  and  that  its  progress  be  care- 
fully watched  by  the  association  with  a 
view  to  utilizing  the  experience  gained.  In 
the  extending  of  co-operative  marketing  to 
other  farm  produce  in  the  near  future. 

The  co-operative  marketing  of  eggs,  poul- 
try, dairy  and  other  farm  produce  is  being 
conducted  in  various  parts  of  the  Province 
by  local  associations.  The  work  of  these 
local  organizations  should  be  systematized 
and  co-ordinated  in  the  near  future. 

Immediately  after  the  last  Convention  a 
survey  of  the  whole  field  of  livestock  mar- 
keting was  commenced,  and  we  found  many 
organizations,  large  and  small,  at  work  en- 
deavoring to  solve  the  problem  of  handling 
the  business  co-operatively.  We  would  urge 
the  bringing  together  of  all  these  into  one 
common  association  for  the  development  of 
a  pool  or  pools  upon  a  similar  basis  to  that 
of  the  Wheat  Pool. 

Persistent  complaints  of  conditions  in  the 
stock  yards  in  the  Province  have  been  in 
circulation.  We  understand  that  a  commis- 
sion is  to  be  appointed  by  the  Dominion  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  to  investigate  the 
conduct  of  the  stock  yards  with  a  view  to 
improving  the  service  provided. 

The  work  of  the  Grain  Marketing  Sub- 
Committee  forms  the  subject  of  a  separate 
report  by  its  members. 

All  ot  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.    J.    JACKMAN,  Chairman. 

STEPHEN  LUNN. 

C.  H.  MacFARQUHAR. 

G.  E.  ROOSE. 


Come  to  the 

Great  Winter  Carnival 


Feb.  11       Calgary      Feb.  16 

Six  Days   and   Nights  with  something 
doing  nearly  every  minute 

Skating,  Skiing,  Hockey,  Basketball,  Curling,  Bowling, 
Ice  Carnival,  Dancing,  Minstrels,  Concerts,  Debates,  etc. 


Don't  Throw  Away 

The  profit  on  your  winter's  feeding  operations  by 
careless  marketing. 

Don't  Let  Anyone 

Speculate  on  the  stock  you  have  prepared  for 
market. 

Don't  Forget  this 

The  better  your  cattle  are,  the  more  reason  you 
should  market  through  the  Pool.  The  Pool  has 
far  more  to  offer  the  man  with  high  class  finished 
stock  than  it  has  to  the  man  with  common  stuff. 
Always  remember  that. 


CALGARY 


The  Organized  Farmer  in  Business. 

WINNIPEa  EDMONTON 


BARGAIN  PRICES  ON  U.F.A.  PENNANTS 

Each  20c,  6  for  $1.00 
Windshield  Transfers,  U.  P.  A.  Monogram, 

Each  15c,  2  for  25c 
U.  F.  A.  CENTRAL  OFFICE  CALGARY 


( 
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